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One sunny day just after the path of Hurricane Joaquin changed to miss the US, | decided to go grocery shopping. What | saw were
faces drawn on pumpkins and fully dressed scarecrows. The scarecrows even had shoes on! The sight of them brought back some

childhood memories where the scarecrows would be standing in the rice fields. |touched one of the scarecrows to make the phys-
ical connection back to that time when | was little.

| told my husband about the scarecrows and that triggered a thought in his mind and he started searching for scarecrows on the
Internet. He was wondering if scarecrows could be used as a way to scare deer away from our yard so that they don’t eat our
plants. Unfortunately, due to the deer’s poor eyesight, it doesn’t easily get scared by scarecrows. This makes sense to me now why
we don’t see scarecrows throughout the neighbor’s yard. As you can see, I’'m simple-minded.

I am honored to be elected as the President of the Okinawa Kai for another year. This will be my third consecutive year as the Pres-
ident. This cannot be done without your support and | will do my best and put my remaining energy to the Okinawa Kai. Thank you
in advance for all your support and cooperation.

The picnic was successfully held in September and that was the last event of this year. | would like to
take this moment to thank the Executive Board members for all their hard work throughout the year.
Also, I would like to thank all the members of Okinawa Kai as well. All the events couldn’t have been
successful without the support of our members. Thank you.

The new Executive Board members are excited to work together to make the Okinawa Kai to be a place
of “fun” and “home” for everyone. If you have any ideas, please share them with us. We are always
welcome to your new ideas.

Let's keep the Okinawan saying “icharibacho-de-” which means "once we meet, we become family,” in
mind in life and create a warm and welcoming environment for our friends.

Itsuko Asato
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President: Itsuko Asato

It is an honor to be elected as the President of the Okinawa Kai for another year. | will do my best
and put my remaining energy to the Okinawa Kai. | appreciate your support and cooperation.
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Vice President: Akiko Clliford

| will try my best to contribute as a Vice President. Your continued mentorship and support will be
greatly appreciated!
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First Cultural Director: Blaine Asato

I’'m happy to serve another year as your Bunkabucho. Thank you for all of your support at our
Okinawa Kai events.
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First Treasurer: Atsuko Russell

My name is Atsuko Russell. I'm from Urasoe-city. My family is Che Russell (husband), and three
sons Jonathan, Justin, and Purin the tabby. Do-zo Yoroshiku!
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Second Treasurer: Rumiko Edwards

| am honored to serve as 2nd Treasure again. | am looking forward to seeing what is going to
happen in the Okinawa Kai throughout the coming year.
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First Secretary: Setsuko Plude

Hello my name is Setsuko Plude. This year, | will be serving as First Secretary again. Yoroshiku
onegaishimasu.
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Second Secretary: Don Plude

Hello my name is Don Plude. Setsuko and | have been Okinawa Kai members for a number of
years. I'll continue to assist Setsuko as Second Secretary. We will do our best.
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http://www.pref.okinawa.jp/site/bunka-sports/kankoseisaku/2016uchinanchufestival.html

The 6™ Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival will be held next year. Below are the dates and the venues for the festival.
Let us visit Okinawa together.

Pre-event program: October 26 (Wed), 2016

Opening Ceremony: October 27 (Thu), 2016

Festival program: October 27 (Thu) - 30 (Sun), 2016

Closing Ceremony: October 30 (Sun), 2016

Venue for opening and closing ceremonies: Okinawa Cellular Stadium Naha

(Tentative venues for the program): Okinawa Comprehensive Athletic Park, JichiKaikan, Okinawa Prefectural Bu-
doukan, Okinawa Convention Center

Below is the link of the 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival (Japanese only).
http://www.pref.okinawa.jp/site/bunka-sports/kankoseisaku/2016uchinanchufestival.html
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The 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival
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Autumn P

On Saturday, September 12, the picnic was held despite the forecast of a 100% chance of
rain with thunder. This was the second rainy picnic following last year’s. In the vicinity of
the picnic site, Bull Run Park, it was drizzling but did not turn into a downpour. As we
were finishing delicious lunch, it had almost stopped raining and enabled us to enjoy vari-
ous activities including three-legged race, pifiata, even the one-hour Eisaa Workshop.
Thank you so much to those of you who came from as far as Pennsylvania and Virginia
Beach, not letting the forecast of rain dampen your spirit.

The highlight of this year’s picnic was the Eisaa Workshop. After the workshop, there
was a performance by the instructors, Tadatoshi Teruya (the President of Requios),
Shohei Tamasato and Shoya Higa. We were fascinated with their professional and power-
ful dances right in front of our eyes. The finale was the “Eisaa Medley.” As the familiar
melodies of eisaa came along, ladies also clapped and shouted “iyassasa, haiyaa.” They
also cheered as the performers jumped and turned, which even made the performers
smile. It seems that Shohei-san and Shoya-san have become the idols for the senior la-
dies. “Uchijo” was accompanied by Teruya-san’s song and drum. Both the song and the
dance were so graceful, and the audience sighed and appreciated their excellence. Dear
Requios members, thank you so much for the wonderful performance.

As in the past years, it was a fun picnic with many children participating. Since early in
the morning and drizzling rain, our helpers put up the signs to guide the participants,
started the barbecue, prepared the games, served as the MC or receptionists, managed
the bazaar, and did various other duties, and we are truly grateful to them.
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Okinawa Kai of Washington, DC, was one of many organiza-
tions that applied to the Okinawa Eisaa Dance Dissemination
(Eisaa Dance Instructor Dispatch) Program offered by Okina-
wa Prefectural Government, and we were the only one se-
lected for this program. Consequently, the Sosaku Eisaa
Group, Requios (Mr. Tadatoshi Teruya, President, Mr. Shohei
Tamazato, Assistant Director, and Mr. Shoya Higa, Instructor)
agreed to come to DC for Okinawa Kai to teach eisaa dance.
The delegation arrived here on September 7th to start the
workshop that was sponsored by Okinawa Kai of Washington,
D.C. This workshop was not only for the Okinawa Kai mem-
bers but it was also open for non-members.

Okinawa Kai would like to express our gratitude to Ms. Junko
Tamaki, Mr. Hiroshi Miyahira and Mr. Tadatoshi Teruya who
donated 12 Paranku drums to Okinawa Kai.

The workshop was held at various locations, such as a hotel
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banquet hall, libraries, and community centers. With the ex-
ception of Okinawa Kai Eisaa Club members, most of the par-
ticipants had never done the eisaa dance before. It was held
twice a day, day time and evening, where on average there
were about 15 — 20 participants. A family even came all the
way from Fayetteville, North Carolina, to participate in the
workshop. Also, some non-members who heard about the
workshop came to participate, including individuals who had
always loved eisaa performances and members of a different
eisaa group. A professor who teaches Japanese at the George
Mason University brought some of her students and were
excited to learn something new. By the third day of the work-
shop, some participants claimed they had muscle pains.

Some even had a difficult time going up the stairs. These
symptoms are brought about by the strenuous dance moves!
“Sufferers” joked and laughed about their poor physical con-
dition.



Great success came at the American University workshop as hope that we will have a chance to visit Washington, D.C.
well. About 50 students joined the workshop at the campus again.”
outdoor field. The students were fascinated by and attracted to

In order to cover the expenses for the workshop, we had a yard

the unfamiliar sound of music and taiko-drumming. sale, fundraising at the picnic, and some donated money. Also,

Our annual picnic was held on September 12, the last day for there was a registration fee for participation in the workshop.
the eisaa instructors. Although it rained the eisaa workshop As a result, we raised almost $2,000.00. Some of the Okinawa
participants performed well what they had learned. Kai members volunteered to prepare dinner with dessert for

The schedule was tight during their six day stay. In an attempt the instructors. They were very surprised saying, “We did not

L expect that we could taste Okinawan food in America!”
to express our appreciation, we gave them one day of break for

sightseeing around Fairfax County. They left for Okinawa the Finally, we believe that our united efforts produced successful

day after the picnic. They commented, “We had a wonderful results. We would like to thank those who participated in the
workshop and also thank those who supported our endeavors

to spread the joys of eisaa.

time with all of those who participated in the workshop, and
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Eisaa Workshop
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The 9th Niseta Tour, “Niseta Tour Brazil 2016 - The most precious treasure” will be held at the Okinawa Ken-
jinkai Association of Brazil and at the Okinawa Cultural Center of Brazil from January 15 through January 24,
2016. They are inviting young members (ages 14-25) of the Okinawa Associations of the U.S. to take partin
this great event. They are also inviting youth from Mexico. This will be a great opportunity for the Okinawa
Kai youth to meet other Uchinanchu, get to know their history and their Okinawan communities in the other
half of the Americas. Applications will be accepted from October 15 through November 30, 2015. Only 3
participants will be selected from the U.S.A. The foreign participants (USA) are exempted from the registra-
tion fee but they need to buy their own airline tickets to Brazil. Visit www.nisetatourbrasil.com.br and down-
load the registration form.
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Email the registration form to nisetatourbr2016@gmail.com. More information is available on the group's
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/NisetaTourBrasil?fref=ts. If you have questions, please contact
Akiko Clifford (okinawakai@okinawakai.org).
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2015 Uchina-Junior Study was held in Okinawa from August 2nd-8th. The purpose of the program is to edu-
cate the next generation that will take charge of the World Uchina- Network. Through studying Okinawan
history, culture, nature and other topics, side-by-side, participants from both within prefecture and abroad
can deepen their understanding of, and bond with their ancestral homeland, Okinawa.

There were 17 students from Okinawa and 16 students from abroad. Nestor Koichi Folta, Okinawa Kai
member, was selected as the Overseas Youth Leader. He helped the students from abroad with their stud-
ies and helped the staff members throughout the program. Currently, he is studying at Virginia Tech Uni-
versity and he would like to become an engineer. Chibariyo- Koichi san.
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A Home-Stay Student Returns
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Four summers ago, the Okinawa Kai hosted seven Okinawan students for a short, but action-packed, week. In August, one of
those students came "home" for a visit.

Yurino Higa was a quiet seventeen year old high school student with limited English when she came to stay with us. Today, she
is a confident 22 year old graduate of an Okinawa college program in English and Business, who spent the past year on a
"working holiday" at a hotel in Banff, Canada. She was on her way back to Okinawa--with stops in Hong Kong and Osaka--when
she paid us a visit.

Yurino's return to Washington was a great opportunity for her to see some old friends from Okinawa Kai. Her first day back in
DC was highlighted by a dinner at Four Sisters restaurant in Falls Church, attended by Wardell Townsend, Tom Proctor (Okinawa
Kai President when we participated in the home stay program), Momo Proctor, Stephanie Ortoleva and Frank Della-Penna, Max
and Akiko Clifford (Okinawa Kai current Vice President), and Akiko Cacaji and Jerry Schiff. It seemed everyone enjoyed very
much being together again.

During her 2011 visit, Yurino unfortunately missed out on a

group tour of the US Capitol, owing to a brief illness. This time
around, we were able to make amends for that, organizing an-
other Capitol tour. Akiko Clifford, Frank Della-Penna and Sato-

mi Pirrone and her two children were able to join us.

It was nice to see that Yurino is doing so well as, it seems, are
our other home-stay students. They are living proof of the val-
ue of programs of the sort Okinawa Kai took part in four years
ago. (Written by Jerry Schiff)
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Okinawa Kai offers two award programs, Academic Award and Cultural Award. Twelve members have been awarded the Aca-
demic Award, and two students for Cultural Award. If you or your child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music,
Japanese language school, or other classes related to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive
$50.00 to further their cultural studies.

If you are interested in the award, please contact Lisa Simmons at okinawakai@okinawakai.org or link to the above Okinawa Kai
Website. Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. More detailed information is available at

www.okinawakai.org.
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2016 New Year Party and Spring Festival Planning Meeting
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Please join us for the Okinawa Kai Shin Nen Kai (New Year Party) and Shin Shun Kai (Spring Festival) planning meeting. Okinawa
Kai needs your ideas and support!

BEF: 110150 (H) FRIEL3RPEE T Date: Nov. 15 (Sun) from 1:30 pm—3:30 pm
B Va—UAA Y UXKERE Place: George Mason Regional Library

7001 Little River Turnpike, Annandale, VA 22003-5975
Direction: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/gm/direct.htm
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It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Hatsuko Walko who lived in MD on the 19" of July and Mr. John Oldfield who
lived in MD on the 8" of August. Mrs. Emiko Eiland who lived in Virginia passed away on the 23" of August. Three of them were
members of the Okinawa Kai for more than 30 years. The Okinawa Kai is very grateful for their many years of support. Let us

inherit their spirit and support the Okinawa Kai for many years to grow. Please keep their families for your thoughts and prayers.
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Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C.
S¥AEAT (Address of Newsletter) @ 7689 Middle Valley Dr, Springfield, VA 22153
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Staff: Itsuko Asato, Akiko Clifford, Nanako Hoch, Tomoko Miles, Dennis Asato, Tamiko Suzuki, Eiko Fjeld, Tokiko Tritt
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