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After a long winter and a hot and cold spring, summer has arrived. Recently, a husband and wife from our Okinawa Kai had the
chance to go to West Virginia where it's supposed to be quiet in the nice green mountains. However, to their surprise, they were
greeted by a loud chorus of cicadas. “Holy smoke,” they thought, “Are we in Okinawa?” The wife, who is from Okinawa, remem-
bered her childhood days when she used to barbecue cicadas. Someone told her stories of Okinawan people eating cicadas.

We hope that all is well with you this summer and you are doing fine. The 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival (WUF) is fast ap-
proaching. We've heard that many Okinawa Kai members are planning to attend the WUF. For some, it will be the first time. Let's
sing, dance, eat, drink and party! Let's have a good time together in Okinawa.

We look forward to seeing you at the picnic and hopefully the WUF, too.

Executive Board Members

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Blaine Asato
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It’s time to nominate members for the officer positions for the upcoming year. The officer position is for one year to begin at the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting in October. If you would like to nominate someone, please contact Setsuko Plude (Election Committee leader) at oki-
nawakai@okinawakai.org by the 31st of August. If you have questions about the officer positions, please contact a current officer.

President (43§ Itsuko Asato

Vice president (Fl|<3f) Akiko Clifford

Secretary (E3r) Setsuko & Don Plude

Treasurer (£2%t)  Atsuko Russell, Rumiko Edwards

Cultural Director (3C{bEBE:)  Blaine Asato, Momoe Proctor
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We will be holding our customary fall picnic in several months. We hope that it will allow both young and old to enjoy delicious food as well as
fun and games under the clear blue autumn sky.

Date (HH¥F) : 2016 4F 9 A 17 H (+MEH) / September 17 (Saturday)
Time (FRFfH) : A1~ 4 KF,11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Place (3%FT) : Bull Run Regional Park at 7700 Bull Run Drive Centreville, VA 20121
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The Okinawa Kai fall picnic will be held on September 17th (Saturday). We would like to plan a picnic that is fun for all ages. We will meet to
discuss matters like games played at the picnic, barbecue preparation, and shopping for supplies. All members are welcome to participate at
the planning meeting. We are also looking for volunteers for the day of the picnic. Please let Akiko Clifford (okinawakai@okinawakai.org) know
if you are interested in volunteering.

Date (#1H) : August 6, Saturday, 2016
Time (FFfH)) © 1:30-3:30PM
Place (3FT) : Centreville Regional Library.

Address (f¥FT) : 14200 St Germain Dr, Centreville, VA 20121
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In promoting the 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival, Governor Onaga and 13 of
his staff held promotion sessions for four Kenjinkai (Hawaii, Los Angeles, Vancou-
ver, and Washington, D.C.). On May 15th the group visited the Okinawa Kai of
Washington, D.C. and showed a DVD video presentation of the most recent World-
wide Uchinanchu Festival. Those who hadn’t ever attended a Worldwide Uchinan-
chu Festival were moved by all of the Okinawans from around the world excited to
participate in the parade, opening and closing ceremonies, etc. There seemed to be
an overwhelming feeling that many didn’t realize the Festival was this large and Photo Courtesy of Okinawa Prefectural Government Office
were motivated to participate themselves in the future. There was a Q&A session following the Festival overview. There were questions regarding
the massive group sanshin performance (featuring roughly 1,000 performers), hotel and other reservations, and interest in participating in the
Festival itself. The last Festival in the 2011 had over 3,000 participants from North America and thousands more from other part of the world. The
number of participants for this year’s Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival will likely exceed the previous Festival. After the promotion session a truly
enjoyable informal lunch meeting was held between the Governor’s group and 40 members of the Okinawa Kai of Washington, D.C.
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We have only 3 months before the 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival. The festival dates and venues are listed below. Let’s visit Okinawa and
enjoy the festival with 5,000 plus people around the world!
Pre-event program: October 26 (Wed), 2016 Festival program: October 27 (Thu) - 30 (Sun), 2016
Venue for opening and closing ceremonies: Okinawa Cellular Stadium Naha (Tentative venues for the program): Okinawa Comprehensive
Athletic Park, JichiKaikan, Okinawa Prefectural Budoukan, Okinawa Convention Center

Main events
*Festival Eve Parade Wed Oct 26, 15:15-17:00 Kokusai Street
*QOpening Ceremony Thu Oct 27, 17:00-20:00 Cellular Stadium
*Closing Ceremony Sun Oct 30, 17:00-17:50 Cellular Stadium
*Grand Finale Sun Oct 30, 18:00-20:30 Cellular Stadium

*Municipalities (Shi cho son) Welcome Event
For more information about the 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival, please visit: http://wuf2016.com/en/
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Two more interesting events for you & your family at the Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival (WUF2016) in Okinawa: “5" World Youth Uchinanchu
Festival” and “Let’s Study! Worldwide Uchinanchu”.

[EsEttEREE Y TFF—rF a2 KkE i - 2016) (10H20H~23H)

MO EZEAVRN L REOM TELTHEEYFF— 0 F 22> T, UFF—rF = L1X220166F10H20H 72523 H £ TR
Snd [FsEt R EE FF—rF 2 Re - 2016) ICSMLT, BOBRLZ L TRETEAN? ZVE T4RE (201247 7
Jb, 20134FE 1 A 20144F KA 20154F7 4 U By ) TRHESILE LTz, A RAE, WO FER T (1850 D35 ET) 8150
ZFE, IRRELHID 5135930004 O FAENERET D TEEORI) T, YT —, U= vav T ARV, T4 ABvars
N—TZLTNRT =< AR EEZBELT, HEWHROANTZHIZ [DFF—0F 2] TOLHIEEEMRLTELIZEEZHMELT
WET, BARBENFEELIMNEIIHY EHA,

SMERIZIE, HiRE, B, BEE, RET7e /70580, A7 a Ay T —8MBERE TR T ET, FiAHRIZ20164F
6H9H~8H15A T¥, FEMIX. TV v 7 2 &L 7SV, https://wyuf.okinawa/entry

What is it like to be a young Uchinanchu living in different cultures around the world? Different cultures; common heritage. What is the identity
of this younger generation? Come and discover for yourself at the 5th World Youth Uchinanchu Festival (WYUF) on Oct 20-23, 2016 in Okinawa.

Previous WYUF have been held in Brazil (2012), Los Angeles (2013), Germany (2014) and Philippines (2015). The festival is expecting many young
Uchinanchu (ages 18-35 years) from around the world -- 3000 from Okinawa plus another 150 from "overseas".

Through participation in tours, culture workshops, sports, discussion groups, and performances, the young generation will search and define for
themselves the special meaning of being an Uchinanchu. Okinawa descendants and non-descendants of ages 18-35 years are very welcome to
participate -- Ichariba Chode ! Fluency in Japanese is not needed.

The registration fee includes just about everything (accommodation, food, transportation, activities) except airfare. Registration deadlines: May
20-June 30; July 1-Aug 20. For more information on the 5th WYUF: https://wyuf.okinawa/entry
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http://www.oki-ngo.org/lets-study/?page_id=9

Imagine what it would be like to see the world through the eyes of an Uchinanchu living in another culture. "Let's Study -- The Worldwide Uchan-
anchu" Project will give you the opportunity to help the younger generation in Okinawa view the world from an international, multi-cultural per-
spective.

There are 10,000 students in 100 schools in Okinawa eagerly waiting to hear about how multi-cultural traditions -- language, history, food, occu-
pation, performing arts -- affect the lives of "overseas" Uchinanchu. From exchanging letters and email with students, to speaking at schools, to
sharing your experiences with visitors to the WUF2016, it should be an fun and rewarding experience.

Application deadline: July 8, 2016

For information on "Let's Study -- The Worldwide Uchinanchu" Project: http://www.oki-ngo.org/lets-study
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On April 1, 2016, on behalf of the Japanese-American Veterans Association (JAVA), Mr. Terry Shima received a well-deserved honor
by the House of Delegates, Senate and Governor of Maryland. The special resolution recognized the contributions of the Nisei
100th Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat Team (RCT) and Military Intelligence Service (MIS). This is the first time that an Asia-
Pacific American veterans association has received such an honor by the Maryland State House. A joint resolution to the Nisei mili-
tary services was presented by the Virginia State House and Senate in February 2015. Mr. Shima was also one of the leaders in
securing the Congressional Gold Medal Award for the Nisei veterans in 2011 -- the highest civilian honor our Nation can bestow.
Thank you for your many years of service to America, Mr. Shima.
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On April 6th , Thomas and McKenna Nartatez celebrated the birth of their second child. Congratulations!

The baby girl’s name is Mika Elaine Kuulei. McKenna was selected to participate in the Uchina-Junior Study

Program in 2005 and studied a variety of areas of Okinawan culture alongside Okinawa-related children

from around the world. As a university student she also received a Kenpi (Prefectural) Scholarship and was

able to spend one year studying at the University of the Ryukyus. During high school she demonstrated

Okinawan dance at our Shin Shun Kais. As a very busy mother of two still continues to support the Okinawa

. | .
Kai. We thank you, McKenna! You are hard working mother and we are proud of you. Photo Courtesy of Ms. McKenna Nartatez
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Toshie Uezu Cerveny "Teaching Certificate Recital"
Congratulations to Toshie Uezu Cerveny-sensei on her elegant "Teaching Certificate Recital" (Kyoshi Menkyo Jushou Koen) in
Jacksonville, NC on April 23. Grand Master of the Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai Hirae Kinjo and master instructors from Okinawa
came to perform at the recital along with dance students from North Carolina and Washington DC. Omedeto
Gozaimasu! At the recital, Hirae Kinjo-sensei also presented "Certificates of Contributions" (Kouken Hyoshu) to
Toyoko Castagna and Hatsue Kinley on the occasion of their retirement from dancing. Kinjo-sensei expressed
appreciation to Toyoko and Hatsue-san for their dedication to Okinawan dance throughout these many years.
Keiko Mongan, who was not able to make the trip to North Carolina, was also presented with the Kouken Hy-
oshu by Kinjo-sensei the following week. Mina-san, congratulations. We are very proud of your achievements.
Thank you for helping to promote Okinawan dance & culture in our Washington DC and Jacksonville NC commu-
nities.

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Dennis Asato 5
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With recommendation from Okinawa Kai, Sean Akira Hewitt (18 years old) was selected to attend the 2016 Okinawa Prefecture Uchina-Junior
Study Program in the junior high/high school (13 — 18 year-old) category. Congratulations, Sean! As of 2015, the Okinawa Kai has sent 7 students
in the 13-18 year-old category and one student in the oversea youth leader category, for a total of 8 students to participate in the Uchina-Junior
Study program. Sean is now the ninth student selected. This year’s program runs from July 24th until August 8th. This will include a homestay (at
a relative or friend’s home) and study program in which students from within Okinawa and from abroad study history, nature, culture, society,
immigration and other topics. Two students will come from Japan (outside of Okinawa Prefecture), 21 from Okinawa, and 21 from abroad, mak-
ing a total of 44 members of the Junior Study Program. The Uchina-Junior Study Program was started as a pre-event for the 3rd Worldwide
Uchinachu Festival in 2001, and continues to flourish today as an annual program of study thanks to the strong support from Okinawan Kenjin
Kais from around the world.
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The Okinawa Kai offers two award programs for its members:

1. Academic Award 2. Cultural Award
Since its inception, twelve members have been awarded the Academic Award and four members the Cultural Award. The Academic Award is
for students attending college and the award amount ranges from $500-$1500.The Cultural Award is for Okinawan and Japanese related
activities. If you or your child has taken a class or training in karate, Okinawan dance, Okinawan music, Japanese language school, or other
classes related to Okinawan culture, please apply. If qualified, applicants may receive $50 for the Cultural Award. If you are interested in the
award, please contact Lisa Simmons: okinawakai@okinawakai.org or visit www.okinawakai.org. Members are encouraged to take advantage
of this program. The spring deadline is April 30th, and the fall deadline is September 30th.
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The 2016 Cultural Award was presented to Ms. Helen Kimiko Yamada and Helen Yamada. Congratulations! This
mother and daughter work hard to promote a variety of Okinawan cultural arts and martial arts and even
offered a koto performance at the Spring Festival. We hope that they will continue these devoted efforts in the

future. Photo Courtesy of Ms. Helen Yamada



Congratulations to Graduates. Okinawa Kai gave graduation gifts to the following graduates.
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Name of Parents Resident State

Name of Graduate Name of School

VA

Wayne & Ritsuko Harris
Yoneko & Yasutoshi Makishi

Jodee Harris Virginia Tech (collage)
Naomi Makishi Temple University PA

MD

Sean Akira Hewitt Howard High School Satomi Hewitt

4H2R0, 7=Axy bEBIRAZOAIN 2 O JERSHES, £ LT5H28H v AR AXOAINL 5 0 AFEFRENE
KMAERIATONE Lic, MPlE XV BEOKEH &3, BV E LTI FVBBEY W LE L, B8HTLE I ZTINEL

!

We are celebrating two notable anniversaries this year. On April 2nd, Fayetteville Okinawa Kenjin Kai celebrated their 20th Anniversary,
while Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai recognized their 50th on May 28th. Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C. commemorated each Kai-Anniversary,

sending a gift of $100 along with our warmest regards. Congratulations!
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Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C.

SAEAT (Address of Newsletter) @ 7689 Middle Valley Dr, Springfield, VA 22153
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Staff: Itsuko Asato, Akiko Clifford, Nanako Hoch, Tomoko Miles, Dennis Asato, Tamiko Suzuki, Eiko Fjeld, Ken Knight
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