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Hai Tai,
The picnic held on 9/14 was blessed with beautiful autumn weather, and we had a wonderful time!!!.



http://www.okinawakai.org/

This message will be my last as a president. It is a human nature to reflect on the past when any ending is in the
offing. In 1982 (?), Mr. Masayuki Kishimoto who currently resides in Los Angeles, and | were invited to dinner by
Mr. Shima, where he asked us about our opinion with respect to starting some sort of an Okinawan group. Both of
us said that it was a good idea. However, we did not put his idea into action immediately. In the end, it was Masako
Fukumonoto-san from Yonaguni, Yaeyama who helped Mr. Shima to start. The first meeting announcement, a
partial copy of which is shown above is handwritten by Masako-san. On April 30, 1983, Okinawa Kai was
formally established. We had the first election and Mr. Masayuki Kishimoto received the most votes and became
the first president of Okinawa Kai. The Bylaws were also established. We used “Washington Japanese Society”
bylaws as a template. Since then | think that we have amended our Bylaws 4 times. At the 2011 Annual Meeting,
bylaw amendments were proposed. Since then, 2012 - 2013 Executive Board members and others have reviewed
and discussed the proposals. | think that it is at the final stage, and will be voted on by all the members soon. The
Bylaws are the foundation on which Okinawa Kai of Washington, DC stand. | hope that all of you will participate
when you are asked to cast votes..

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the Board members for the past two years. Next Board members
were selected at the picnic (see below). The members will be formerly installed at the annual meeting on November
9. Itsuko-san once served as a president. Since then she has been actively supporting our activities many times
behind the scenes. New Board members have been supporting Okinawa Kai with volunteer spirits. At the same time
they are talented people. Please continue your efforts to support the Board and Okinawa Kai.

Mr. Shima was 80 years old when he started this organization by guiding and encouraging Uchinanchu members
in their 30s and 40s. | will be 80 in few years. | feel awed when | recall Mr. Shima’s energy, forward-looking vision,
and vitality. Thus, my sense of appreciation toward him is rekindled.

2014 Executive Board Members

=5 (President) : Itsuko Asato Al=E (Vice President) :  Takashi Yoza
5 1 LR (Culturel) : Tokiko Tritt W2 ki (Culture 2) :  Ritsuko Kinsley
% 1 &5t (Treasurer 1) : Atsuko Russel VS (Treasurer2) : Rumiko Edward
% 1E3 (Secretaryl): Michie Beckford %5 2 3 (Secretary 2) : Kumiko Yoza

Annual Meeting ((EIRRE)

Date (f1H): November 9, 2013 (Saturday)
Time (Ff#]) :1:30 PM -4:00 PM

Place (&;71) TBD (RiE)

Discussion Topics(Tentative):
Introducing New Board Members
Review of 2013 Activities

Kai Bylaw Amendment Recommendations
Activities for 2014 and ideas

We will send you a flyer with more detailed information

FLWEHRITE- TR%EY LET,

Mark the date on your calendar.
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The 2013 Annual picnic was held at the Bull Run Regional Park, VA on September 14. Muggy,
rainy, humid weather that we had been having was replaced on the 14" with cool (almost cold)
autumn weather, as if the sun were smiling on our event. Over 100 people came. We had good
fortunes: Good food, good games, good volunteers, good people, good children, good location
and good weather. We could not have asked for more. All ingredients were there. The picnic
was a great success!!! Thank you for the Board, and volunteers for your help. Thank you for
coming to the picnic with delicious potluck dishes. Provided below are pictures that prove the
good time we had.
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Reception Desk

Tokiko-san,

Thank you .for
MC-Che-san organizing it.




Karate Chop!!
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We had many games that children and adults enjoyed together.
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3 ¥ ~— Water Carrying Race




I want Cookies!!'! Yam ! ! Yam ! !
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PrEBEDIZIE LW~ & A - + - Bamboo Stilts Making — Makishi-san
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We offer two award programs:

1) Academic Award (523

2) Cultural Award (3Ck
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Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. A > /X—®d %@ FUND T
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More detailed information is available at www.okinawakai.org : ¢ LWL, LZfiDA > ¥ —
Fy FEHET S,

Eleven members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for Cultural Award. If

l you or your child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or
other classes related to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If
you are interested in the award, please contact the Okinawakai WEB site.

ZHETIZ 11 AD A2 23—(Z Academic Award % =Z#5, Cultural Award (2 — A, Cultural Award (%, Fl0LE~D (28
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Member News@ R N—= g — R

¥ Mrs. Yasuko Hale sent Okinawa Kai a thank you note for flowers we sent for her husbands, Mr. Billy Hale’s
memorial service. He passed away on April 10, 2012. <13 Mrs. Yasuko Hale & A @ Z3 A Billy & A D
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¥ Niiseta Tour to Argentina

Congratulations to Nestor Folta-san, and Karen Hoch-san. They have been accepted to

participate in Niiseta Tour for Okinawan youth in January, 2014 in Buenos

Aires, Argentina. Naomi (picture to the right) is on the waiting list. Nestor and Naomi

are students at Northern Virginia College. Karen is Senior at Shippensburg

University. She is majoring in Spanish. The Niiseta Tour is sponsored by

Argentina Okinawa Rengo Kenjinkai. This program was started in Peru

6 years ago, and this is the 7" Tour event. Congratulations and Best Wishes.

We hope that Naomi will be able to participate.
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v Note from Shota Kinjo-san - &3RFIK S AL RBEY

Greetings from St. Petersburg, Russia! How is every member of Okinawa—kai doing? I really miss people
from there and I'm glad to know everyone of you.


http://www.okinawa.org/

The temperature here dropped so drastically in the last couple of weeks. Now it’s 39 degrees. It’s
already colder than the winter of Okinawa. (Where did the autumn go?) It is very unfortunate that there
is no such communitylike Okinawa—kai here in Russia. So far, I found an Okinawan girl from Kochinda

Someone told me that next year is the 160th anniversary of Ryukyu—Russia relationship. This means that
Ryukyu has longer relationship with Russia than the main land of Japan does. So, I'm trying to organize
a small celebration/event in St. Petersburg in order to make people notice about Okinawa and its
culture.

Until I became a member of Okinawa—kai, I had never been active like this regarding Okinawa. You taught
me to be proud of Okinawa and I felt the generosity of people in Okinawa—kai. I appreciate all of you
for being nice to me. I hope I can go back to the U.S. and see you all again.

Shota Kinjo
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Byron Fija-san — Uta-Sanshin and Talk Show

Byron Fija-san talked in Uchinaguchi (Okinawan language), played Sanshin and sang. The event took place

on July 24 at Hampton Inn in Fredericksburg, Virginia. He performs live talk and sanshin music shows on TV and radio in
Okinawa. In an attempt to spread knowledge on Uchinaguchi, he lectures at universities, high schools and junior high schools all
over Japan. He came to the US on invitation from sponsors of the World Youth Uchinanchu Festival that was held in California
in July, and decided to take advantage of this opportunity to give live shows along the East Coast, Florida and Virginia.

About 70 people, Uchinanchu as well as people with various background, those somehow connected to Okinawa were in
attendance. On the stage he sang “Kajade Fu,” “Hamachidori,” and “Juban Kuduchi” accompanied by his skilful Sanshin music.
Onno Momo-san and Chizuko Lowman-san livened up his performance by dancing with the music and Kyoko Dena-san
drumming the taiko.

Byron-san emphasizes the fact that UNESCO has recognized six Ryukyuan form of speeche as distinct languages, and that they
are not dialects. He lamented by saying, “Okinawan children know ‘Neko’ in English is called Cat,” but unfortunately many
children do not know it is called ‘Maya’ in Uchinaguchi.” His talk was mixture of humor and his anxiety about Uchinaguchi
becoming extinct. There were constant laughters among audiences. His almost two hours of live performance ended with a
Kachashii dance on Byron’s Sanshin music. Some audience said, “I became a fan of Byron who is filled with affection and who
sings very well. When 1 visit Okinawa, | would like to go to his live show and would like to attend one of lectures on
Uchinaguchi.” Some in the audience had tears in their eyes.

“Fija Byron, Shimauta Live” was sponsored by the group, “Go for Byron “ started by Akiko Kakazu-san, Goodwill Ambassador
for Okinawa.

Heather Bradley-san attended the Wakamono Taikai sponsored by World Youth
Unchinanchu Youth Association. The Taikai was held on July 18 — July 21 in Los Angeles,
California

Below is her report.
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Being Nisei daughter of an Okinawan adoptee is a
unique experience and I, like other multiracial or adopted
Uchinanchu, have sometimes felt overwhelmed at the
task of having to intentionally learn my culture, seek my
own kind of 'authenticity’, and figure out how to make
community with a community that | never grew up in.

In 2011, | had the opportunity to reunite with my
biological family in Okinawa. | came to know the word "kizuna" through them. It is a concept my family in Okinawa
cares a lot about. | felt this sense of 'kizuna" at the 2011 World Uchinanchu Taikai, and | felt it again at the World
Youth Uchinanchu Taikai in Los Angeles this summer..

Through programming that focused on the arts, social issues, network building, and identity, the taikai provided an
important space for young Uchinanchu descendants to learn, embody, contribute to, and love our culture, history,
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and identities. With participants from around the world, | made wonderful friendships with Uchinanchu that reflect our
growing diverse diaspora and the multiple cultural and national identities we hold.

I am very grateful to have received a scholarship from Okinawa Kai to help fund my participation in the taikai. It is
through Okinawa Kai that | was able to first meet and connect with other Okinawans and with Okinawan culture--even
before | met my Okinawan family.

| hope that the spirit of youth organizing-- that was spearheaded at the 2011 taikai in Okinawa, followed up by at the
first WYUA taikai in Sao Paulo, Brazil in 2012, and continued in the 2nd WYUA taikai in Los Angeles, CA--will catch
hold in our own DC metro young Uchinanchu community.

It is also my hope that opportunities will continue to be provided to young Uchinanchu to engage and learn with their
peers from around the world. It is a vital investment in the future of our global community. Let's ensure we have
another youth representative at WYUA 2014 in London, England!
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AT —r g v Bingata Workshop Byron-san with organizers from OAA

November 9, 2013— Annual Meeting

» Please come to the Annual Meeting, November 9, 2013

> Please take advantage of our Education Fund Program
(BEEEHIEZRVIIERH L T ZEW)
Get information on Okinawakai Education Fund at www.okinawakai.org
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» If you have any news you wish to share, contact the Deigo Shinpo staff
members.
filn==2—2ANH Y £ L7 5 Deigo Shinpo A% v 7 ~=a—A% %> T<
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Deigo Shinpo Staff: Dennis Asato, Itsuko Asato, Michie Beckford, Akiko
Kakazu, Mieko Maeshiro, Tamiko Suzuki, Tokiko Tritt

» If you move to a new location, please send th new address and contact
information to the address below. fEFFZAERE L7235E51L, Tt ~#H LW
FEiE->TLTEEN,

www.okinawakai.org
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