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Greetings from the President

Haisai Minasan!
It’s been a busy end of summer, with so many strong storms and weather events, | hope this message finds
everyone well. Our annual picnic in August had a wonderful turn out with plenty of food, games,
presentations, and time to catch up with friends. This was the first year in many that | can remember where
we had rain showers, but it seem to bring us closer together as we continued our activities under the shelters
and a little out in the rain. Many thanks to the volunteers and coordinators who made this year’s picnic a
success!
The Homestay program which brought together 7 Okinawa Kai families with Okinawan students for 10
days in August was a very rewarding event for all involved. The families and students enjoyed many
activities together learning of Okinawan heritage and influence in the United States, including a visit to The US Capitol, NYC,
Ellis Island, and members of our Okinawa Kai. My appreciation goes to the families, committee members, and Okinawa Kai
members who shared in this rewarding experience for younger members of our organization and the Okinawan students who
visited us.
Wow, not more than a couple weeks until the 5™ World Uchinanchu Festival is underway in Okinawa. Many of our members
are planning to attend the festival in October, the program of events are filled with many activities from traditional
performances, meeting with Uchinanchu from around the world, and events to help continue growing our Worldwide Uchina
Network. Whether you’re preparing to attend or unable to be there in person this year, I’m certain that the news and talk of this
festival has given you time to think of past experiences and cherished memories with friends, family, and activities tied to
Okinawa. Whichever way you can, enjoy this festival to the most and | wish you many more happy and abundant memories.
Thank you to this year’s Officers and all the members who helped in volunteering through out this year. Please help me to
welcome our new 2012 Executive Board Members and President Mieko Maeshiro!
I hope to see you in Okinawa for the Uchinanchu Festival!
Tom Proctor
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B0™ Anniversary Shin Shun Kai of Okinawa Kai of Washington, DC
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Planning for our 30" Anniversary Shin Shun Kai (Spring 2013) has begun! Below are some areas the
planning committee is addressing.

- Preference to professional level performers

- Preference to eisa, taiko, or other performances that we don’t normally have at our SSKs

- Performers must be self sufficient while in Washington D.C. — we will not be able to provide meals,
lodging, transportation, etc.

For those members traveling to Okinawa for the Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival, October 12-16, this is a
great opportunity to keep these preferences in mind. Please let Blaine Asato (Chairman, 30" Anniversary
Committee) know as soon as possible if you have a performer or group that may be interested. In
addition, you may want to contact your perspective performer while visiting to see if there is any

interest. Please contact www.okinawakai.org .
=+=+=+
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Annual Meeting (IR L)

Date ({1 H):
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December 3, 2011 (Saturday)
Time (Fffi]) :1:30PM -4:00 PM

Place (3f7) TBDRVYKRERBHMOLHELET,

Detailed information will be sent to you later.

Mark the date on your calendar.
—ICHI A A~ — 2L TEWTTEEN,
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Mark the date on you calendar,

Our annual autumn picnic this year was held in Rockville, MD
in August to welcome 6 home stay students from Okinawa.
About 130 people came to the picnic. After lunch, picnic
participants enjoyed games until the sky suddenly grew dark
followed by heavy rain and loud thunder. Audiovisual
equipment was moved to the pavilion while participants
quickly headed under the two pavilions which has a total
capacity of 150. Home stay girl students screamed loudly as
there were thundering sounds.

Children’s pifiata games were resumed under another
pavilion. Each home stay student talked in English about a
subject of interest related to Okinawa, such as “Rinken Band,”
“YuiMa-ru (Helping one another),” and “Shisa (Shishi dog).”
Some also had a chance to play sanshin music while others
demonstrated Karate forms. Spontaneously members started
Kachashi dance in the packed pavilion. Finger-whistling by
Makishi-san added to the Okinawan atmosphere. After the
picnic, a member said that the scene reminded her of village
gatherings (mo-ashibi) back home. This was the first picnic
without the tug of war contest, yet the spirit remained high. It
ended up being a lively, cozy, and memorable picnic.

Thank you to the Picnic Planning Committee and those
who worked hard at the picnic. Finally, we express thanks
to all who came and brought wonderful potluck dishes.
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Provided below are the Executive Board members who were elected at the picnic for the
term of 2011 — 2012. The formal introduction of the board members will be included in
the next issue of Deigo Shinpo (Januray, 2012)

President: Mieko Maeshiro

Vice President Betty Taira

Secretaries: Akiko Clifford and Helen Fujiko Yamada
Treasures: Atsuko Russel and Larry Kelly
Bunkabuchos: Minori Kinjo and Shota Kinjo

Scenes and Faces at the PICNIC 11

Yes, it was a hot day!!!



Okinawa Kai presented the home stay students
Uchinanchu Taikai T-shirts. We hope that they will be in
our parade.



Showing off Okinawa
Kai Parade Uniform.

(201 1HFEWINRAST—L AT A FE)
2011 Okinawa Overseas Organization Host Family Program
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In August, Okinawa Kai of Washington, DC participated in a ten day Host Family Program sponsored by the Okinawa
Prefecture. This year 12 high school students were sent to North America; of which 6 students were hosted by our Okinawa Kai.
On the morning of their arrival on August 15, they had a brief tour and brunch at a Vietnamese shopping Center with Che-san
(Vietnamese American) who shared his personal story. Mario-san, who is another Uchinanchu from Malta Island gave them a
nice tour of the shopping center.

August 19 was designated as “Washington, DC Okinawa Kai Connection Day Tour.” The group visited the Japanese American
Memorial where they met Terry Shima-san, veteran of 442" RCT, who shared his experiences during WWII. He also talked
about Japanese Americans’ experiences at the Internment Camp. Then they visited the US Capitol nearby where they met
Christian Tamotsu Fjeld, son of Eiko Fjeld-san. He works for a US senator and gave them a tour of the Capitol including the
senator’s office. At the Washington Monument, Mieko Maeshiro-san talked about the history of Washington Monument and
the Ryukyu Stone that was presented in 1989 to be placed in the interior wall of the Monument. Afterwards they visited the
American History Museum and walked around the Mall.

On 8/22, the day after the Kai Summer Picnic, they visited New York City and with other host families and members. They
took a ferry to tour the Statue of Liberty and visited the Immigration Historical Center on Ellis Island. Then they visited
Ground Zero, Wall Street, and Times Square. On the bus ride back to Washington, DC, Masuko Finch-san surprised Natsuki
Itokazu-san, a student, with a birthday cake that was brought from Washington, DC!!

We would like to express our deep felt appreciation to the host families, the members of Host Family Committee, Bob Finch-san
(chairman), and Townsend Wardell-san (vice-chairman). Akko Kakazu san (program coordinator) said that there were some
unexpected events, but because of the positive support provided by many Kai members, the Home Stay program was successful.
Thank you, Akko-san for coordinating this program. You did a wonderful job.

We give BIG “Ippe Nifedeebiru” to host families and Akko-san.

NOTE: If you are interested in the Home Stay Program, please register your name at the Home Stay Family Data Bank.

Okinawa Prefecture Government will add your name to the bank when you apply. This program provides a chance to
host students from Okinawa and send our children to Okinawa.

Welcome to Washington, DC !!
Vietnamese Shopping Center with Che-san.

Shima-san and Itsuko-san (the interpreter) Tour of the Capitol given by Tamotsu-san



At Washington Monument /

Look!! We can see the top of the Monument!!!!

Edtcation)Gun]

We offer two award programs:
1) Academic Award (ZF3EIEE 4)
2) Cultural Award (L3RI 4)
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Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. A > /3—® 2@ FUND T3 BB WIZZFIH T IV,
More detailed information is available at www.okinawakai.org : 5 LWNEIL, LfOA ¥ —F v MK F S0,

Nine members have been awarded the Academic Award, and one person was awarded for Cultural Award. If
you or your child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other

classes related to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If
you are interested in the award, please contact Okinawakai WEB site.

Y/ 4

V4 INETIZ 9 ADA L /S—(Z Academic Award % 3f5, Cultural Award IZ— A, Cultural Award 1%, #lLE A~

U o (ZEF FEEkBEE kSR BAEPER 2ot or72 X $—2)1) BEhd ($50.00)TH, b RIS L
7R DEd, EEOH LI, EEEo Tom Proctor & AT % 2> Okinawa Kai
WEB site % Z& < 72 &0,

Member News R N—= g — R

DINOBEEETIAVICBRNER L ETFET. 2V P DCORISREEED LI SAZ LBEEET S
MFZOERMKRMEE L TEITNE Lz, ZORIEIES bR b RENEfED & LITHIMNRASOHEED T
MORIIN SEFHRANSTZ5721 0O NDHRT, HoZEAEFZD 1 0ATO 1 NSRITNE Lz, REAEHIX
IR IR LIEANTIR & DR FRORITIE L 7 D HERE B AR L, SIS U TRT OEBERFEMRICE L THRERL)
FETVET, BEOINETOUTF T - Xy NU—27 FEOEFH L HOBERPETIZLRD NI FL
BvEd. REREARNIVTFF o Fa RSMETITbnEd, BEXOETETONEREZBHTY LET, 4
AT R
Congratulations to Akiko (Akko) Kakazu-san. Akko-san, vice president of Okinawa Kai of Washington, DC, has been
selected to a position of Goodwill Ambassador. In the year World Uchinanchu Festival is held, the Kencho select Goodwill
Ambassadors from those nominated by overseas Okinawa organizations. Akko-san, whom Okinawa Kai nominated, is one of
the ten Goodwill Ambassadors selected worldwide. Ambassadors are expected to work as a communication bridge between the
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Kencho and overseas organizations, and they are to give suggestions and advice when necessary. We believe that the Kencho
recognized her track record as well as her enthusiasm for building global networking. She will be certified at an official
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Congratulations to Teiko Yanahara Tursi—san. She is a recipient of the Distinguished Contributor from

Overseas award. She was one of the ten recognized by the Kencho. She has been the President of New
York Kenjinkai for many years, and has contributed greatly for Okinawan causes for many years. She also will be awarded
at the festival. Teiko—san opened our first Okinawa Kai Shinshun Kai by dancing “Kajadefu Bushi” in 1984. Teiko—san and
her group came all the way from New York to perform “Eisa Paranku” at our SSK_11. She also will receive her award at the
festival. Best Wishes, and Congratulations!!!!!!ii
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Mr. Marcelo Chuei Matsudo was selected as a next generation leader. Congratulations!!!! He was a guest

performer at the 25" SSK and danced “Nubui Kuduchi.” This was a refreshing experience to see how

Okinawan culture is thriving abroad. Since then, he has been a member of Okinawa Kai. His parents
immigrated from Kadena to Bolivia after WWII, and later moved to Brazil. His father is the Vice President of Brazil Kenjinkai.
Akiko (Akko) Kakazu-san was the person who linked him with Okinawa Kai. Thank you, Akko-san for your effort to invite him
to perform at the 25" SSK. Best Wishes for his future. Congratulations!!!

2011 Okinawa Executive Officers 2011 FFED RS HITER
President: Tom Proctor Tom Proctor

Vice President: Akiko Kakazu Akiko Kakazu
Secretaries: Akiko Clifford Akiko Clifford
Atsuko Kyereboah Atsuko Kyereboah
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Treasuerrs: Atsuko Russell 23 Atsuko Russell
Minori Kinjyo Minori Kinjo
Bunkabucho:  Dennis Asato TALERE: : Dennis Asato
H. Fujiko Yamada H. Fujiko Yamada




December 3, 2011— Annual Meeting

* Please take advantage of our Education Fund Program (&34 I & KOCIEA LT 72&
V)
Get information on Okinawakai Education Fund at www.okinawakai.org
MHSEEREONFIL, Lo =794 ML TWET,

e If you have any news you wish to share, contact the Deigo Shinpo staff members.
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Deigo Shinpo Staff: Dennis Asato, Itsuko Asato, Akiko Clifford, Akko Kakazu,
Mieko Maeshiro, Tamiko Suzuki, Helen Yamada

« If you move to a new location, please send the new address and contact information
to the address below. f:7725 5% L 7= #5413, Www.okinawakai.org
o TFRAHLWMEFTZ %S TS EEW,
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