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The hot, hot, sizzling summer is upon us. | hope that you are coping with the weather challenge well. On June 29,
our area was suddenly attacked by a strong typhoon like storm that caused power outages in a wide area. | hope
damages to your properties by fallen trees were minimum or none existent. Fortunately the electricity was restored
late on Sunday in our home; bringing lights and blowing cool air. Kudos to the modern conveniences!! When we
experience a power outage that lingers more than 24 hours during summer, my memory goes back to the time my
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family was living in an army tent soon after the war in 1947. We had neither electricity nor running water at that
time. A chore assigned to me and my sister was to fetch water from a neighborhood well. It did not rain much, and
water was scarce. We had to get up early in the morning to scoop water with a well-bucket that could touch the
bottom of the well. This occurred decades ago. In my current house water was accessible during the outage. Just
turning a faucet brought the water. My recollections from long time ago made me appreciate what | have now!!

On September 15 less than two months from now, our annual picnic will be held (see the announcement below).
During Shin Shun Kai, we usually do not have time to carry on yuntaku (conversations), due to many performances
on a stage. The picnic is different. We can relax and chat with friends while munching on Bar-B-Qs and potluck
dishes. This is a good time to make new friends. We will plan to have many children’s games. Because of the
heavy rain, we could not do our favorite tag of wars last year. Let’s pray that we will have a good weather at the
upcoming fall picnic.

This year has gone very fast, and the term of the Board members (October — October) will be over in few month. |
would like to express my appreciation to the Executive Board members who took time to serve our organization. We
usually elect new Executive Board members at the picnic. | have asked Blaine Asato-san to take the lead in the
nomination processes.

If you would like to serve as one of the board members starting in October, 2012 or if you would like to nominate
member(s) for the next term, please contact Blaine Asato san. We usually elect new Board members at the picnic.
Please come to the picnic to have fun and vote.

I hope you will have a wonderful summer, and | am looking forward to seeing you at the picnic on September 15.

Mieko Maeshiro ( ELZ&h  FEAL 1)
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Okinawa Kai Executive Board Member Nominations
If you are interested in serving as a Board member, or would like to nominate (a) member(s) for (a) position(s) for the upcoming

year, please contact www.Okinawakai.org by Aug 30, 2012. The member term is for one year that begins at the Annual General
Meeting in October to October the following year.

If you have questions about the officer positions, you can contact the current officers:
President (&%) - Mieko Maeshiro

Vice President (Bl %) - Betty Taira

Secretary (F£7c) - Akiko Clifford, Helen Yamada

Treasurer (2271) - Atsuko Russell, Allen Kelley

Bunkabucho (3Z{t:##£) — Shota Kinjo
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Autumn Picnic (kD' 7 =v 7 )

Date (}J] H): September 15, 2012 (Saturday)
Time (FffE]) :11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Place (35FT : 7400 Tuckerman Lane
Rockville, MD 20852-4516

More information will be sent to you later... #F# LWMEHRITTF 7 > TRASE LET,
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We offer two award programs:
1) Academic Award (ZF3IEE 4)
2) Cultural Award (L3RI 4)
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Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. A > /X—®D 2@ FUND T3 BB WIZZFIH T I,
More detailed information is available at www.okinawakai.org : 5 LWNEIL, LD A ¥ —F v M &R F S0,

Nine members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for Cultural Award. If you or your

child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or other classes related
to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If you are interested
in the award, please contact the above Okinawakai WEB site.
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2012 Okinawa Kai Education Fund Awarded to Jodee Harris!!
HRBEBEESIIT a —T A — NIV REA~! !

Congratulations to Jodee Kristine Harris. The Education Fund Committee reviewed her application and
recommended to the Board to award her $1,500.00 toward her college education. The Board approved the
committee’s recommendation. Jodee, daughter of Wayne and Ritsuko Harris, is studying mechanical engineering at
Virginia Tech. Her ultimate goal is to work for a car company, specifically for Porsche. For this reason, she would
like to participate in a study abroad program for a year in Germany, which will allow her to receive a Bachelor’s Degree in
Mechanical Engineering from the University of Darmstadt, in addition to one from Virginia Tech. Best Wishes!!!!

@ Jodee sent Okinawa Kai a thank you note.
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Graduation Gifts from Okinawa Kai TR A & R

Congratulations to Graduates !----------------ceocmmmme- TEERDTE ) TIVET

Okinawa Kai gave graduation gifts to the following graduates:
MR D FRLOWERRIZAEEA N E L Te—FH 2k £ L,

Graduate School Parents
College( K% 3)
Lisa Plude W.V. University Setsuko & Don Plude MD
Nathaniel Krause Univ. of S. California Robert & Lida Krause VA
Sasha Duran JMU Ayako & Andrew Duran VA
Aaron Townsend N.C. A+ T Uiv. Wardell & Diane Townsend MD
Alix Punelli Univ. of Paris Sorbonne Miho Punelli VA

High School (G #Z)

Selena Beckford Brook Point HS Michie & Chris Beckford VA
Alyssa Maurer Hope for Hayman Charter HS ~ Aiko & Dan Maurer PA
Nick Punelli St. Gregory's Academy Miho Punelli VA
Justin Russell Hayfield Secondary School Atsuko & Che Russell VA
Morgan Harding Amelia County HS Debbie & Kevin Harding VA
Naomi Makishi Elizabethtown Area HS Yasutoshi & Yoneko Makishi PA

@ Justin Russel sent us a thank you note!!

Member News( : ) R N—= g — R

Congratulations to Naomi Folta. Naomi-san (age 16) was accepted to the 2012 Junior Study Program sponsored by the
Okinawa Government. She was one of 13 students who were selected out of 27, nominated to the government by various
Okianwan organizations through out the world. She is the 5™ student from Okinawa Kai to attend the two week program
(7/19 -7/30). This is the most popular program for overseas Uchinanchu descendants. It is the well organized educational,
leadership program for young students whose age range is 13 - 18.
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Nestor Koichi Folta, Naomi’s twin brother was not accepted to the program; however, the Government decided to
invite him as a special participant. Both Naomi and Nestor go to Okinawa every summer. They left for Okinawa
in June. Since Okinawa Government is not paying for Naomi’s flight to Okinawa, they have decided to accept
Nestor also. Congratulations!!
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Champum COmer  $4yF)—J—t—

2012Sam’sCup- L X - w7201 2

Every year Ryukyu Islands Sport Fishing Association oversees the International
Billfish Tournament, “Sam’s Cup.” This year our member, Nestor Folta
participated in the 8" Tournament as a team member of the boat,

“ Oomakoo” owned by his good friend, Captain Mark Payne. There were a
total of 45 boats (about 8 from mainland Japan) and more than 270 anglers
entered in Sam’s” Cup. At the Tournament (June 1 — 4), Nestor caught a
245-pound (111 kg) Blue Marlin (Kajiki), and won the 2™ place for the
biggest fish, and his team took 4" place for total weight of fish caught by a
boat.

He said, “Our 5-member Team Oomakoo did a great job of working together
to get these fish into the boat. This one big kajiki was really genki. 1 finally
tired it out after a one-and-a-half hour fight, reeling it in time and again, just
to see it take off and run out to sea once again. Sweat was pouring off me,
and the Team kept pouring ice cold water on me and the fishing reel to keep
us both cool.”
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Lynne Yoshiko Nakasone-ffZ{BY) v EF S A

Twenty five years ago, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) established the National
Heritage Awards whose concept was adopted from the Japanese "National Living Treasures."
These awards are given to US folk & traditional artists. This year Ms. Lynn Yoshiko Nakasone
(Nakasone Dance Acedemy) of Honolulu, Hawaii was recognized as an NEA Heritage Fellow. She
was born in Shuri, and moved to Hawaii later. In 1991, the first Okinawa-American, late Harry
Seisho Nakasone (Nomura Ryu sanshin) of Honolulu was recognized with the National Heritage
Fellowship award.

The 2012 awardees will present a concert at the George Washington University, Lisner
Auditorium on October 4 at 7:30 pm. Tickets for the event are free. Location for the ticket pickup
will be announced at a later date.
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2011 Okinawa Executive Board Officers 2011 FEE OIS EITER
President: Mieko Maeshiro 2 B BT
Vice President: Betty Taira BaER Betty Taira
Secretaries: Akiko Clifford =g 541 Clifford

Helen Yamada Helen &+ L1H
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