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SEOEHE~ - Greetings from the President
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We have had a yo-yo like weather for a long time. It was hot one day and cold the next. June 21 was the summer
solstice that in Japanese is called geshi (3 22), meaning literally that the summer has arrived. | hope that all of you
are doing fine in this hot, humid weather. Some of you must be busy with vegetable gardening. September 14" is
our annual picnic that will be held at Bull Run Park, Shelter 1. | wonder if the potluck tables at the picnic will be
filled with summer vegetable dishes, such as goya (bitter melon), shibui (winter melon), and nabera (sponge gourd).
Is it my wishful thinking? There will be fun and games for the children at the picnic. The highlight IS the tag of war !

Time really flies. My term as the president will be over within several months. This signifies that the time has come
to select the officers for the coming year. We are asking members to nominate Okinawa Kai Officers for 2013-
2014. Details are provided in the “Board Member Nomination” section below. If you are interested in serving as an
officer in the Okinawa Kai, now is the time to volunteer.
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I hope that you will have a wonderful summer. | am looking forward to seeing you at the picnic on September 14.

Mieko Maeshiro (EL 53 AL +)
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Okinawa Kai Executive Board Member Nominations
If you are interested in serving as a Board member, or would like to nominate (a) member(s) for (a) position(s) for

the upcoming year, please contact www.okinawakai.org by Aug 31, 2013. The member term is for one year that
begins at the Annual General Meeting in October to October the following year.

If you have questions about the officer positions, you can contact the current officers:
President (&%) - Mieko Maeshiro

Vice President (g2 %) - Larry Laurion

Secretary (£7c) — Tokiko Tritt, Michie Beckford

Treasurer (=7#1) - Atsuko Russell, Larry Kelly

Bunkabucho (3Z{Li# ) —Yasutoshi Makishi

Autumn Picnic (fko v’ 7 =v 7 )

Date (] H): September 14, 2013 (Saturday)
Time (ff#) :11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Place (4fT : Bull Run Regional Park, Shelter 1

770 Bull Run Drive, Centrevill, VA 20121

More information will be sent to you later... LW MERIZT 7 v TRMLE L E T,
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Mark your calendars -- HL A —Zv— 7L THBNT RSN
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2013 Okinawa Kai Autumn Picnic Planning Meeting
2013 FEFK D ¥ 7 = v 7 /2T Meeting
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Date (#H) August 3, 2013

Time(®f) 1:30-4:00PM

Braddock Rd Exit 64-A
Place(##8T1) Pohick Regional Library (Rt 620) Braddock Rd W, Rt
6450 Sydenstricker Road, K
Burke, VA 22015
&
Pohick Library «
, P 6450 Sydenstricker Rd A
o Let’s make our picnic fun for Burke YA x g
children and adults

e We need your ideas for games, Old Keene Mill
and activities.
e We need volunteers for BBQing,
shopping, etc.
Please come to the meeting to

Fairfax Co. Pkwy 7100
help plan a fun event!!!

EdlicationlRing]

We offer two award programs:

1) Academic Award (F3EEFE 4)
2) Cultural Award  (CC{bEERN4)
ML, ERROEEeE SV LET,

Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. 2 > /3—® %@ FUND T
T BBWIZIHH TSV,

More detailed information is available at www.okinawakai.org : 3 LWL, LA X —
Fy NEMHET SV,

Eleven members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for Cultural Award. If
L you or your child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese language school, or

other classes related to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If
you are interested in the award, please contact the above Okinawakai WEB site.
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2012 Okinawa Kai Education Fund Awarded to Tara MiwaTritt!!
RSB BEELIIFT - 3T« Py hEANT !

Congratulations to Tara Miwa Tritt. The Education Fund Committee reviewed her application

and recommended to the Board to award her $1,500.00 toward her college education. The

Board approved the committee’s recommendation. Tara, daughter of Tokiko and Randall Tritt,
is currently attending the University of Virginia (UVA) studying economics and computer studies. Upon
receiving her bachelor's degree, she is seeking to become a CPA. She is a bright, young woman and we
look forward to seeing her excel in her future endeavors. Best Wishes!!!!

® Tara sent Okinawa Kai a thank you note.

Graduation Gifts from Okinawa Kai TS A & ZRZE L

Congratulations to Graduates !-----------------o-ommee oo THRERBDTL ) TENETN

Okinawa Kai gave graduation gifts to the following graduates:

MR D FRLOWERRICAEEA N E L Te—FH 2k £ L,

Graduate School Parents
College(RZ7e2%)
Jonathan Russell James Madison Univ Atsuko & Che Russell VA

High School (G #Z)

Gabrielle Beckford Brook Point HS Michie & Chris Beckford VA
Naomi Folta Oakton HS Mayumi & Nestor Folta VA
Nestor Folta Oakton HS Mayumi & Nestor Folta VA
Randi Harris Ambhers County HS Wayne & Ritsuko Harris VA

Sad News - #E L WBHIHHE

Atsuko Kyereboah-san of Vienna, VA passed away on May 8, 2013. We would like to express our

deepest sympathy to the husband, Manfred Kyereboah-san, and children, Alexander (13) and

Mayah-chan (7). Atsuko-san served as our secretary in 2010 and 2011. Okinawa Kai sent flowers

for this very sad occasion of Astuko-san’s passing. Manfred-san sent us a thank you note. Our
thoughts are with Manfred-san, Alexander and Mayah-chan.

MRS OEFLE LT 20104006 114 F TIEHEZ S 7z Kyereboah 1 X Al 5 H 8 HIZR 1L 2V 1T
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Member News R N—= g — R

Shota Kinjo-kun, our Bunka-Bucho (Cultural Director), who has brought a fresh, youthful

air to Okinawa Kai has left us at the end of June. He taught Japanese at a high school in

Maryland for the past two years. In September he will be teaching Japanese at a college in

St. Petersburg, Russia, again under the auspices of the Japanese Ministry of Foreign

Affairs. We will miss him greatly. Best wishes!!!

Fi 2 LW e B\ 2 R 7o SUERR O S RE 1T A U — T & RO m 552K
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BB DFEIZL D HDTF, We will miss you!!! Best wishes!!!

Congratulations to Mr. Terry Shima!!! He was

awarded highest honors by the heads of two nations.

One, “the 2012 Presidential Citizens Medal” by

President Obama on 2/15/13, and the other by Emperor

of Japan on 5/21/13, “the Order of the Rising Sun,

Gold Rays with Rosette” that was presented by

Ambassador Kenichiro Sasae at the Japanese

Ambassador’s residence. Mr. Shima (92 years old), a

veteran of the highly decorated and respected all-Japanese American 442™
Regimental Combat Team, was the Executive Director of the Japanese American Veterans Association. He
received the medal for his dedication to preserve the stories of 442" service members who fought and
sacrificed themselves to demonstrate their loyalty to the Unites States. Japan honored Mr. Shima in recognition
of his many years of contributions toward building strong relationships between Japan and the United States.
It is reported that Mr. Shima received the award by saying that he was “accepting the award on behalf of
the volunteers of JAVA and the Nisei who fought in Europe and the Pacific.” We are all proud of Mr.
Shima’s selfless dedication.
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We are pleased to announce that Heather Bradley-san was awarded financial help in the amount of $500.00. We
thank an anonymous donor for the generous contribution to help a young member defray the cost associated with
attending the 2" Worldwide Youth Uchinanchu Festival (2" Wakamono Taikai). This festival is sponsored by the
World Youth Uchinanchu Association Okinawa that was established in Okinawa in 2011 for the 5" Worldwide
Uchinanchu Festival. The first Youth meeting was held during the 2011 Festival, and the young participants
decided to hold a festival for young people. The first Wakamono Taikai was held in 2012 in Brazil, and this year it
will be held on July 18-21 in Los Angeles, California. This is the first time a Wakamono from Okinawa Kai will be
attending. Congratulations and Best wishes, Heather!!!
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Bob Brozman, Musician, Ethnomusicologist and Performer of the Music of Okinawa and
the Ryukyu Islands (1954-2013)
By Frank Della-Penna

On April 23, the music world received the terrible news that Hawaiian steel guitarist, professor and

ethnomusicologist Bob Brozman (59) had passed away. As an inquisitive academic, he explored the music and

folklore of many cultures, including Hawai‘i, Okinawa, India, West Africa and the “Deep South” delta blues.

Audiences and fellow musicians worldwide were in awe of his fingering techniques that created such remarkable
sounds from acoustic stringed instruments.

In keeping with his love for island music, Bob was drawn to the traditional folk
music of the Ryukyu Islands. In 2000, he made a trip to Taketomi, Yaeyama to
record Okinawan children songs with Takashi Hirayasu. A one room traditional
Okinawan wooden home was used as a make-shift recording studio. The Warabi
Uta album (also released as Jin Jin/Firefly) features Hirayasu on sanshin and vocals
with Brozman injecting blues and Hawaiian elements on his steel guitar. The
following year, they released another album together titled Nankuru Naisa.

One room studio:
Yasuhira (left), Brozman (right)

As a marine based on Okinawa for three years and a performer of the Hawaiian steel guitar, | too fell in love with
Okinawan folk music, even taking a few lessons in playing the sanshin. The Hirayasu-Brozman albums are
wonderful examples of the blending of Ryukyuan and world music. Check it out.

Click below for sample music from their aloums
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pAdhXfVzojY

(Uruku Tumi Gusuku from the JinJin/Firefly)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKhVcsPUY84 (from Nankuru Naisa )
http://www.youtube .com/watch?v=WxSdERpJNMw (Ayagu from Nankuru Naisa)
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Don’t you want to hear a talk in Uchinaguchi (Okinawan Language)?

Byron Fija was born in Okinawa, and grew up in Okinawa. His father is an American whom he has never met.
Byron was raised by his uncle and aunt (birth mother’s brother and his wife). At the age of 22, he left for England
and USA to study; however, he never found himself in America. Discouraged, he returned to Okinawa. Then for the
first time he heard Sanshin music that triggered his interest in Uchinaguchi. When he was 24 years old, he started
studying Uchinaguchi. Byron Fija finally found himself and his direction in life as an American-Uchinanchu.
Along the way he learned that there are 6 distinct languages in the Ryukyuan language group. Byron at the age of
40 is very busy lecturing on Ryukyan languages. In an attempt to inform the existence of 6 languages, he has
traveled to the main land Japan, Germany and Haiwaii.

Don’t you want to hear a talk by an American-Uchinanchu spoken in Uchinaguchi? Byron will be in this area in
July 24 and 25. The information on this event will be sent to you as soon as it is finalized. For further information,
please contact, Akko Kakazu (akabanah@earthlink.net — 301-656-4445).

«» UNESCO recognized in 2009 6 Ryukyu languages as a distinct language group.
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Language(S3%) Geographic Distribution Thank You Welcome
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AR AL ) BBV LED
6. Yonaguni(5-IRE]) | Yonaguni 5= E\L;%grisga Wari b0
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