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On a certain Monday in late August | was surprised by some refreshingly cool weather. After having experienced a number of days
at over a hundred degrees | was startled by the change that occurred as the week began. This fall-like weather immediately inspired
me to put together my to-do list. Firstly, preparing for the picnic, Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival applications, executive elections,
preparations for the trip to Okinawa, etc. | am sighing just thinking about how busy September was while writing this greeting.

My period of service as Chairperson of the Okinawakai will come to an end in October. | would like to offer a special thanks to the
“seven samurai” of the executive committee who supported me throughout the entire year. Thanks to all of your help | was able to
smoothly finish out my term as Chair. The times we spent worrying together have now become happy memories. | would like to
offer my deepest thanks to all of those who were kind enough to volunteer at all of the events that we held and all of the members
who made those events fun and exciting.

There are currently 188 families and over 380 members of the Okinawakai. | would like to call on all of you to continue the Okina-
wan spirit of “ichariba cho-de-“ (if we meet once we are already siblings).

Fall is a season with a large number of events. The Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival is just two months after the picnic, which takes
place a few weeks after Okinawakai events. | would ask all of you to pace yourselves and take care of yourselves during this busy
period.

Itsuko Asato
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President: Itsuko Asato

Hi, my name is Itsuko Asato. | am from
Nago( Haneji). | have a husband who is
from Hawaii and | have three adult
chuildren. No grandchildren yet but |
love watching “WARABINCHA” perfor-
mances. | appreciate your support and |
look forward to seeing you at the
events.
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Vice President: Atsuko Russell

Hi, I'm Atsuko Russell from Urasoe-city
Okinawa. It's my first time to serve as
Vice President. I'm looking forward to
seeing you all at future events.
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First Cultural Director: Mayumi Folta
My name is Mayumi Folta, | am happy
to serve as culture director.

| will do my best to promote Okinawa
culture in the community and look for-
ward to working with you.
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Second Cultural Director: Junko Ishihara
This is the first time | will be working as a volunteer for Okinawa-Kai. | do not consider myself to be knowl-
edgeable, but | will do my best! YOTASHIKU-UNIGE~SABIRA.
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First Treasurer: Mariko Brumfield
Thank you for this opportunity to serve as a treasure for Okinawa kai. I’'m looking forward to work with great members and

appreciate your kind support.
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Second Treasurer: Blaine Asato

| hope everyone is doing well. It’s been another busy year for the Okinawa Kai. | look forward to serving as the Second

Treasurer.
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First Secretary: Brad Ball

Hello, my name is Brad Ball. Takako and | have been Okinawa Kai members for about two years. | will serve as First Sec-
retary this year and will do my best.
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Second Secretary: Takako Ball

Hello, my name is Takako Ball. | will be the Second Secretary and assist Brad in this role. Yoroshiku Onegaishimasu
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On Saturday, September 17", we enjoyed the annual picnic on a sunny day for the first time in three years. Our roughly 150 participants enjoyed
an array of delicious foods laid out on folding tables. Some little bugs also seemed to be enjoying the wonderful scents of the picnic. What we
initially shooed away as flies turned out to be bees. | was worried that someone might get stung, but in the end we were all able to enjoy a deli-
cious meal without anyone being stung at all. It seems that the bees of Bull Run Park were more interested in the food than they were in us. A
packed program continued on until 4:00 PM. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped out under both the cool shade and bright sun.

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Blaine Asato
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Okinawa, nagé machuibindo! -- we've been waiting such a long time! In a few weeks, 85-90 Okinawa Kai members will be celebrating our herit-
age with more than 350,000 relatives and friends at the 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival, including more than 5000 "Overseas" Uchinanchu. It
will be a festive worldwide Uchinanchu family reunion.

On the eve before the Festival officially begins, we will be marching down Kokusai-dori in an international parade. Our Okinawa Kai chose a
patriotic theme. Mike & Tom Proctor will be dressed as Abe Lincoln and George Washington; Karen & Leo Hoch, as colonial young lady and man;
and the rest of us will do (maybe)simple line dance in our bright Okinawa Kai t-shirts and jumbo stars & stripes neckties.

Keeping up our energy with soki soba, goya champuru and kubu irichi, we will watch members and friends perform ryubu (traditional dance)
and play sanshin with 1000 sanshin musicians. There are so many exciting events to see -- Latina-Okinawa concert,
sosaku (creative, contemporary) Okinawa dance recital, eisa, "Amawari" contemporary kumi-udui, Shurijo "Ryukyu
Dynastic" parade, karate symposium, performances by Uchinanchu communities throughout "Godaishu" (5 Conti-
nents), Youth Conference, sports (gateball, soccer, Okinawan sumo), shimakutuba, .... The "overseas" Uchinanchu
will surely return with greater enthusiasm to share our proud culture with our communities.

Kasamaru-san (mascot for the 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival), here we come!

@ OkinawaKaiDC




#LEE [Bingata! Only in Okinawa|

11A5H, V¥ hoDCZH DY a— « U v N RFEWEE - 7 % 22 A ViEDEE & PR OB T, AL [Bingatal Onlyin
Okinawa| 23BfES M E ¥, ZORERITIE, MRRESZEYEE - LI, MR8 L dmiE, () e & BMEI2FTE T 240
AL 10 0ERYBERENET, KENTIE, bHEAAMDTORMETT N, BAENTS 2RI OMAIZBRT 5 Z L I3k
TY, BARSNDAMAENTIFE A EUes T, isitficEb b onn, BRO NBEEOELE TRRLET, AX—Z2ADM%
TTRTENSRUICERTE RN, 12H A *%%Tﬁz%%biﬁ FAZE U C, phoOME, Bd, (bl EEIA
<HEo THTDEAMH L 2o TWET, TFERESCBIGEBHFVCTREIFEBHT SN,

BRI : 20164F11H 5 H~20174- 1 H30H Dates: Nov. 5, 2016 — Jan. 30, 2017

BT Ya—Y Uy hRKSFRHEWAE « T % A X A LIRS Location: George Washington University Museum and the Textile Museum
701 21st Street, NW 701 21st Street, NW
Washington, DC 20052 Washington, DC 20052
Phone: 202-994-5200 Phone: 202-994-5200

museuminfo@gwu.edu

URL: https://museum.gwu.edu/bingata

On November 5th the bingata exhibition “Bingata! Only in Okinawa” will be held at the George Washington University Museum and the Textile
Museum in Washington, DC under joint support with the Prefecture of Okinawa. This exhibit features over 100 works from the Okinawa Prefec-
tural Museum and Art Museum, the Naha City Museum of History, and the Okinawa Churashima Foundation. This exhibition is, of course, the first
of its kind in the US and would even be considered a sizeable exhibit in Japan. Most all of the bingata exhibited are deemed “cultural treasures”;
from bingata created in the 18th century to those made by contemporary artists regarded as “living national treasures”. As there is not enough
space to accommodate all of the bingata, exhibits will be rotated in mid-December. The exhibit is designed to offer a broad knowledge of Okina-
wan geography, history, and culture through the bingata. Please bring your family and friends to visit this exhibit.
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The Okinawa Kai offers two award programs for its members:
1. Academic Award
2. Cultural Award

Since its inception, twelve members have been awarded the Academic Award and four members the Cultural Award. The Academic Award is
for students attending college and the award amount ranges from $500-$1500.The Cultural Award is for Okinawan and Japanese related
activities. If you or your child has taken a class or training in karate, Okinawan dance, Okinawan music, Japanese language school, or other
classes related to Okinawan culture, please apply. If qualified, applicants may receive $50 for the Cultural Award. If you are interested in the
award, please contact Naoko Tollefson (okinawakai@okinawakai.org) or visit www.okinawakai.org. Members are encouraged to take ad-
vantage of this program. The spring deadline is April 30th, and the fall deadline is September 30th.
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Symposium Presentations
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During the Bingata exhibition, a symposium will be held. The symposium is presented in partnership between the Okinawa Prefecture
Government and the Textile Museum. There will be five speakers from Okinawa.
When: Saturday, November 5,2016 9:00am - 5:00pm
Where: GW Media and Public Affairs Building
805 21st Street, NW
Jack Morton Auditorium
Washington, District Of Columbia
Registration: https://museum.gwu.edu/okinawa-symposium
Fee: Textile Museum member:$40, Non members, $50.
Speakers: ( Japanese alphabetical order)
Michihiko Kakazu: artistic director and director for planning and production, National Theatre Okinawa
Kyoko Syukumine: holder of the Okinawa Prefecture Intangible Cultural Properties designation Honba Shuri no Orimono
(textiles of Shuri)
Masayuki Dana: director of the Okinawa Prefectural Museum and Art Museum
Toshiaki Hagio: director of the Cultural Assets Division, Okinawa Prefectural Board of Education
Ichiko Yonamine: chief curator of the Okinawa Prefectural Museum and Art Museum, and researcher of dyed and woven tex-
tiles

Lee Talbot: curator and symposium moderator

Faculty, graduate and undergraduate students in anthropology, South East Asian studies, art history, or a textile-related course of
study are invited to apply for free seat to the symposium. Scholarship will cover the cost of symposium registration for each recipi-
ent. Please email your full name, school, major and a photocopy of your valid student ID to Thomas Goehner:

okinawakai@okinawakai.org 6
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"The Okinawa Collection” at the George Washington University
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[Mitsuyo Sato-san, the Okinawa Collection/Japan Resource Center Librarian at the George Washington University, introduced the "Okinawa
Collection" to us at our Autumn Picnic. Unfortunately, the Park Service prohibited the use of our sound system and many of us were not able to
hear her clearly. The following is a brief summary of the information that she shared with us at the picnic.]

The second largest library collection on Okinawa outside of Japan -- second only to the library at the University of Hawaii -- is right here in our
backyard! "The Okinawa Collection" at the George Washington University Estelle and Melvin Gelman Library/Global Resources Center (GRC)
was opened June 2015. The "Okinawa Collection" includes many very interesting books, research papers, newspapers, magazines and digital
databases on Okinawan culture, history, economics and international policy. To visit the GRC, please contact Mitsuyo Sato at oki-
nawakai@okinawakai.org or call the GRC Front Desk at 202-994-7105. All guests are required to present a picture ID upon entering the library.
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2016 Uchina Junior Study Program
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The 2016 Uchina-Junior Study Program (for high school and junior high students) was held for seven days from July 31st until August 6th. This
year participants included 21 students from abroad, 21 students from Okinawa and 2 students from Japan; with a total of 44 students all togeth-

er. The students had a fun-filled exchange experience and while boarding for seven days enjoyed learning about Okinawan history and the dias-
poras experienced, visiting museums, experiencing natural wonders including mountains, rivers and the ocean, as well as strolling city streets. In
addition to offering an opening greeting, Sean Akira Hewitt, the student sponsored by the Okinawakai, also performed his favorite Eisa dance
with a Canadian student at the goodbye party. Sean, who is very good at speaking Japanese, was incredibly popular with all of the participants
because of his usefulness in interpreting on various occasions. Sean, who was given the opportunity to spend time abroad with Okinawan youth
during his last year of high school, said passionately in regards to his experience, “l want as many students as possible to participate in the Uchi-
na Junior Study.” Students were sent from 10 countries this year:

USA (4 students), Canada (2), Bolivia (3), Peru (3), Mexico (1), Brazil (3), Argentina (2), Malaysia (1), South Korea (1), Germany (1)

One student each were also sent from the respective Kenjinkai of Osaka and Hyogo Prefectures.

-7-
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Okinawa Kai received a great news! Dennis Itsuo Asato has been selected as a distinguished contributor from oversea who
supports the Okinawan culture here in the US. A ceremony will be held at the Okinawa Prefectural Government Building

on October 27th where he will receive an appreciation award from Governor Onaga. This award will be given during the

Uchinanchu Festival for people who contribute their work for Okinawan associations to teach Okinawan culture to others
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in the US. Dennis has worked as a board member and leader at Okinawa Kai for over 30 years.
Okinawa Kai could not have had such successful events without him. He has been working behind
the scenes for events not only for Okinawa Kai but also for other events in Washington D.C. to
raise awareness about Okinawan traditional performing arts. He is proud to be Uchinanchu and
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devotes himself to work for Okinawa. He also coordinates all for Okinawan artists who come to
Washington D.C. to perform. It is an honor to have him as a member of Okinawa Kai and he de-

serves to receive this award. Congratulations, Dennis!
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“Warabinchaa” and “Eisa Club” performances at Quantico
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On the evening of Friday, September 9th, a cultural exchange party was held by the Japanese Embassy in Washington, DC, at Marine Base Quan-
tico in Stafford, Virginia for a group of roughly 300 Marines who had been stationed in Japan, their family members and Japanese government offi-
cials. Entertainment for the event included Eisa dances performed by the ten-member “Warabincha” and seven-member “Eisa Club” groups from
the Okinawakai. The audience loudly applauded the cute dancing of the “Warabincha” and the strong performance of the drums, which reverber-
ated throughout the venue. Both parent and child alike commented on how they fondly recalled spending enjoyable days in Okinawa and wanted
to be stationed there again. You did wonderfully, Eisa group performers!

-8- Photo Courtesy of Ms. Michie Beckford
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On July 7th Denver and Tomoko Miles welcomed their second child. Congratulations! Their little

girl’s name is Willa. She is a healthy baby who sleeps, drinks, and cries heartily. Her big brother,
Noah, adores her trying to take care of her. We hope she continues to grow up healthy and strong.
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Photo Courtesy of Mr. Denver Miles
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Kinuko Fukumine, an Okinawakai member from Virginia Beach, was selected to receive an excep-
tional merit award at the 2016 Okinawa Times Traditional Arts Qualifiers held on July 10th. She
began her training four years ago under the instruction of koto master Sarina Udd of the Ryu-
kyuan Koto Music Preservation Society (Ryukyu sokyoku hozon kai). She took the eight-hour flight
to Hawaii three times in order to practice with the master and participate in group training. In
addition, she visited with a number of koto teachers in Okinawa and continued to expand on her
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training, resulting in this incredible outcome. Congratulations on winning this award, Kinuko! She
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will perform alongside about 100 artists and teachers from Okinawa at the one-year anniversary

festival celebrating the founding the Ryukyuan Koto Music Preservation Society’s (Ryukyu Photo Courtesy of Ms. Kinuko Fukumine

sokyoku hozon kai) Hawaiian Branch in November. We truly look forward to watching Kinuko

excel in the years to come!

#Mt Obituary
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In the past three months, we have lost two good friends of our Okinawa Kai. It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of:

John Lyonnaise: John, husband of Fumie Lyonnaise of Fredericksburg VA, passed away on June 26.
George Pratt: George, husband of Hisako Pratt of Virginia Beach VA, passed away on September 20.

We send our deepest sympathy to Fumie-san and the Lyonnaise family and to Hisako-san and the Pratt family. May they be comforted with
much kindness during these sad days.
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