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Hello Everyone, 

It is the season for beauƟful mums blooming everywhere.  I hope all is well.   

Our yearly event, Autumn Picnic was a great success.  Unfortunately, I was not able to aƩend but I heard that 226 peo-
ple came to the picnic this year.  I don’t recall a Ɵme where we had that many people come to the picnic in the past.  
The pictures from the picnic show a lot of children playing games.  I assume many young families parƟcipated this year.  
This year was at a new venue, and I am sure that everyone enjoyed walking around to see the farm animals aŌer the 
picnic and had a great day.  It is impossible to put into words how thankful I am to every dedicated volunteer who had 
been involved in coordinaƟng and organizing the picnic.  

As we announced, we now have an addiƟonal event, “World Uchinanchu Day”.  It is to celebrate a special day with 
Uchinanchu(Okinawan) and those who are connected to Okinawa from all around the world.  Our Okinawa Kai held a 
luncheon or an early dinner at five different locaƟons for convenience.  There is a saying in Okinawa, “Ichariba Cho-de-
“, meaning Okinawan accepts anyone even newcomers like a family.  Let’s celebrate the beauƟful nature, history and 
tradiƟon of Okinawa together every year. 

Okinawa Kai has been acƟve as ever in 2017 and we will be celebraƟng the 35th anniversary of Okinawa Kai at 
Shinshun Kai in 2018.  I would like to express my respect for supporƟng Okinawa Kai for 35 years and am looking for-
ward to growing together.  I will be the President next year and sincerely appreciate all your support. 

Lastly, I wish for the fast recovery of the vicƟms of the hurricanes (Harvey, Irma, Maria), wild fires in California, and 
shooƟng incident in Las Vegas.  I pray for all who were involved in these unfortunate events. 

President Itsuko Asato 

@OkinawaKaiDC 
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President:  Itsuko Asato  

I have been involved with the Okinawa Kai for over ten years and I have witnessed that Okinawa Kai has 
gradually grown steadily.  It has reached 200 households this year!  The ExecuƟve Board members and I 
will start sailing into the 2018 Okinawa Kai slowly but strongly so that all of us will be able to enjoy the vari-
ous events and build hearƞelt friendship to each other.  I appreciate your conƟnued support. 
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Vice President:  Atsuko Russell  
 
Hi My name is Atsuko Russell.  I'm happy to serve Okinawa Kai again this term.  My family enjoys Okinawa 
Kai events.   See you all soon!    

First Cultural Director:  Michie Beckford  
 
Hello, this is my first Ɵme to become the First Cultural Director.  And the Shin Shun Kai 2018 is 35th anni-
versary!? Woo Hoo!! Wish me luck.  LOL ^^ 
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Second Cultural Director:  Mayumi Folta  
 
I am honored to be accepted as the Second Cultural Director for this term. Next year Okinawa kai will be 
celebraƟng 35th anniversary. I am looking forward to serving the big event. I would like to ask your con-
Ɵnuing support to be successful. 



 

First Treasurer:  Mariko Brumfield  
 
Thank you to all the members for helping make the accounƟng processes go smoothly previous term.  I will 
serve as Treasure again this term and would like to thank you in advance for your conƟnued support.     
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The Second Treasurer:  Mieko French  
 
Hi, my name is Mieko French.  I’ve just joined the Okinawa-Kai in 2017, and I have been selected to serve as 
the Second Treasurer.  I will help out in the area of my trade, accounƟng, and I am looking forward to work-
ing with the other officers. 

Secretary:  Satomi Hewi   
 
Hello, my name is Satomi HewiƩ.  I will be the Okinawa-kai Secretary this term. I'm looking forward to work-
ing with the members and seeing all of you at our events. 
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On a beauƟful autumn day of September 16, the annual fall picnic was held at Frying Pan Farm 
Park.  It was quite lively with 226 parƟcipants, with more families with children than usual. 

  Everyone marveled at the potluck as well as hotdogs and hamburgers grilled by our men.  In 
addiƟon, snow cone was introduced this year to the pleasure of children and adults alike.  We 
would like to thank Akiko Quinn for seƫng up the snow cone maker.   

  Many children enjoyed the acƟviƟes like ball toss, watermelon spliƫng, cookie race, piñata, 
and parent-child three-legged race that Mayumi Folta coordinated, uchinaaguchi radio calisthen-
ics under the guidance of Michie Beckford and Kyoko Dennard, and karate trial by Jim Miller-
sensei of Isshin Ryu.  We wish to thank our acƟvity volunteers and Miller-sensei.  The finale was 
the tug of war where the children and adults together pulled with all their might and the win-

ning team cheered with joy. 

  As for entertainment, the warabinchaa group performed the eisaa dance, 
the sanshin group sang such songs as Shin-Asadoya Yunta and Tinsagu no 
Hana, and the kachaashii was the grand finale.  Thank you, warabinchaa and 
sanshin group, for your performances.  

  We are truly grateful to our volunteers that worked hard from early in the morning. Our huge success could 
not have been possible without you.  Thank you very much! 

Photos Courtesy of Lee Tollefson 
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Nova Isshinryu Karate Jim Miller Sensei

Nova Isshinryu Kara-
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On Friday, September 15, an event, hosted by the Defense AƩaché office of the 
Embassy of Japan in the United State, was held at the Fort Myer Officers’ Club in 
Arlington, VA for the individuals of the United States Marine Corps and their fam-
ily who had been staƟoned in Japan as well as for the individuals with the Japa-
nese government, a total of around 150 people aƩended.  As entertainment for 
the event, the Eisaa Club and Nova Isshinryu Karate (Jim Miller Sensei) were invit-
ed to perform.  Everyone enjoyed the Warabincha dancing with their drum and 
their charming dance put a smile on the face of everyone aƩending.  They were 
also fascinated by their very impressive dynamic demonstraƟon of the karate 
techniques.  This event brought back the memories of those aƩending and their Ɵme living in Japan.  Thank you Eisaa Club and Nova 
Isshinryu Karate for your performance. 

Okinawa Kai EducaƟon commiƩee please to announce recipients of educaƟon Award Fall 2017. 
Ms. Michelle Natsumi HewiƩ awarded a Scholarship of $1,500.00.  Ms. Michelle is a daughter of Okinawa Kai 
family member, Robert and Satomi HewiƩ.  She is currently pursuing a major in Computer Science and Mathe-
maƟcs at University of Maryland.  She is acƟve in dance team as a leader in the university.  We congratulate  and 
wish you success in your future. 

 

Okinawa Kai 35th Anniversary Special Scholarships for The 6th Worldwide Youth Uchinanchu FesƟval is 
awarded to Ms. Lisa Ball.  She will aƩend the fesƟval which is held in Lima, Peru in February 2018.  Lisa is an acƟve member of Oki-
nawa Kai and she generously supports Okinawa Kai’s events.  We are grateful to see the young generaƟon like her in Okinawa Kai.  
We wish Lisa a wonderful experiences at the Worldwide Youth FesƟval. 

Photos Courtesy of Yukiyo Zaha  
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Michelle Natsumi HewiƩ  

Photos Courtesy of Lisa Ball 
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Andres Higa (L) & Tadashi Andres Ysa Urbina (R)   
announcing "World Uchinanchu Day"  

(Photo Credit: Wakamono Taikai/Brazil) 
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On Monday October 30th, Uchinānchu all over the world celebrated the first "World Uchinānchu Day"!   In 1900, the first Okina-
wan emigrants seƩled in countries outside of Asia.  Today, there are more than 420,000 Uchinanchu descendants living outside of 
Japan.  Through hard work, perseverance and yuimāru (cooperaƟve effort for the good of the community), the overseas Okina-
wans prospered, promoted the Okinawan cultural arts, and contributed to the economies of their adopted countries.  

Two young Uchinanchu from South America -- Andres Higa (ArgenƟna, 2nd generaƟon) and Tadashi Andres Ysa Urbina (Peru, 3rd 
generaƟon) -- wondered  "How could we use this spirit of yuimāru to help further the development and prosperity among 
Uchinanchu throughout the world?"   They proposed that we start by seƫng aside one day every year to celebrate our pride in 
being Uchinanchu.  At the 2016 World Uchinanchu FesƟval, Governor Takeshi Onaga declared Oct 30th as "World Uchinanchu 
Day" 

Thank you to members who offered many interesƟng suggesƟons on how our Okinawa Kai could celebrate this proud event.  Since 
we have members scaƩered throughout DC and several states, we decided to have luncheon/dinner celebraƟons on Oct 28 - 30 at 
the home of Jack & Kyoko Books in Pennsylvania and in restaurants at four other locaƟons:  Maryland/DC, Virginia (Fredericksburg 
area, ChanƟlly area, Richmond area).    

As we ate the delicious food, played games, listened to many funny  "in the old days" yuntaku (chitchat), learned to dance and en-
joyed uta-sanshin songs,  we thought about our Uchinānchu chōdē (brothers and sisters) throughout the world sharing this special 
day of pride together.  WaƩā Uchinānchu ! (We are Uchinānchu!) 

Thank you to our lead coordinators and the many members who helped to organize our first World Uchinānchu Day celebraƟon:   

PA  - Kyoko Books 
MD/DC - Satomi HewiƩ 
VA (ChanƟlly area) - Mayumi Folta 
VA (Richmond area)  - Mariko Brumfield 
VA (Fredericksburg area) - Akiko Clifford 

 
Ippē nifē dēbiru!   
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2018 Shinshun Kai / 35th Anniversary Celebration n n  

In 1983, 27 friends met at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Shokan Shima to form an organizaƟon with a mission to enhance the un-
derstanding of Okinawan culture among peoples of other cultures in the Greater Washington Area.   On April 21, 2018 (Saturday), 
we will be celebraƟng the 35th Anniversary of our Okinawa Kai of Washington DC at the Glasgow School in Alexandria, VA.   35 
Years!!!  What a wonderful achievement!   
 

Kyu nu fukurasha ya  Today's happiness, 
Nawuni jana taƟru  To what can it be compared?  
Tsibudi wuru hananu  Like a budding flower 
Tsiyu chata gutu  Touched by the morning dew. 
 

From the iniƟal group of 27 friends, our Okinawa Kai has grown to 200 families!  We are grateful to our officers, friends and espe-
cially our members--the heart of our organizaƟon--for their strong support throughout these many years.   Let's all help to make 
our 35th Anniversay celebraƟon a happy and memorable event.  Yutashiku unigē sabira  (Yoroshiku onegai shimasu.  We would 
greatly appreciate your help). 
 
Chibariyo! (Ganbarimasho!  Let's "Go for It"!) 

2013 30
Photos from the 30th Anniversary at the 2013 Shinshun Kai, Courtesy of Blaine Asato 
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D.C.
Deigo Shinpo is the newsleƩer of the Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C. 

Address of  NewsleƩer) 7689 Middle Valley Dr, Springfield, VA 22153 

Staff: Itsuko Asato, Akiko Clifford, Nanako Hoch, Tomoko Miles, Dennis Asato, Tamiko Suzuki, Eiko Fjeld, Atsuko Russell, Takako Ball 

hƩp://okinawakai.org/     

hƩps://www.facebook.com/OkinawaKaiDC/    

1. 

2. 

13

okinawakai@okinawakai.org

www.okinawakai.org 

The Okinawa Kai offers two award programs for its members: 

1. Academic Award 

2. Cultural Award 

Since its incepƟon, thirteen members have been awarded the Academic Award and four members the Cultural Award. The Aca-

demic Award is for students aƩending college and the award amount ranges from $500-$1500.The Cultural Award is for Okina-

wan and Japanese related acƟviƟes. If you or your child has taken a class or training in karate, Okinawan dance, Okinawan mu-

sic, Japanese language school, or other classes related to Okinawan culture, please apply. If qualified, applicants may receive 

$50 for the Cultural Award. If you are interested in the award, please contact Naoko Tollefson: okinawakai@okinawakai.org or 

visit www.okinawakai.org. Members are encouraged to take advantage of this program. The spring deadline is April 30th, and 

the fall deadline is September 30th.  


