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Highlight: Eisaa group “Requios” coming to Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C. to instruct Eisaa!
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Haitai, everyone! 1am enjoying days with beautiful hydrangeas, and lhope you are doing
well. Perhaps because we have been blessed with good weather this year, we were able to
harvest goya (bitter melon) in our yard in mid-June. Watching the yellow cucumber blossoms
and shibui (wax gourd) grow, we are enjoying the arrival of a joyful summer. Under the bright
sun, lam recalling the board meeting which started in October last year. At the end of October,
2014, the “KakehashiProject” brought60 students to D.C.from Okinawa (Kaihou, Chinen and
Tomigusuku High Schools) and lattended the welcome reception held at the Embassy of Japan.
This past May, l also participated in the dinner with Governor Onaga and his group from
Okinawa. These events came one after another and kept me busy, yet | was truly blessed to
have a wonderful time as well as new connections at each event.

Still | was determined to have a relaxing summer, and as | was sipping a cup of coffee, |
realized it was a luxury to have such a peaceful time. | was filled with gratitude for the time
quietly passing by. In the midst of this, pieces of great news came in from Okinawa. Nester
KoichiFolta was selected as an Overseas Youth Leader of 2015 Uchinaa Junior Study Program.
In addition, we had applied for the Eisaa Promotion Project (dispatch of Eisaa instructors). In
response to that, three instructors will be sent to our Okinawa Kai in September to teach Eisaa
to our members. These two pieces of great news made me feel grateful once again how
fortunate the Okinawa Kai is be chosen for these programs. To be honest, | felt asif | was
awakened from a nap.

Time flies, and my role as the President will end in a few months. My gratitude extends to
the Executive Board members who generously contributed their precious time to Okinawa
Kai. Asin previous years, there will be an officer election at the Autumn Picnic. If you havea
person thatyou wish to recommend, please contact Takashi and Kumiko Yoza of the election
committee. Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated. At the picnic, let us learn Eisaa.
And letus dance together!

Please be well and enjoy the summer! Ilook forward to seeing you again at the picnic.

Itsuko Asato

7 v~ b D CHBERBITR R DEFEITONT
(Okinawa Kai Executive Board Member Elections)
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It’s time to nominate members for the officer positions for the upcoming year. The officer position is
foroneyear to begin at the Annual General Meeting in October. If you would like to nominate
someone, please contact okinawakai@okinawakai.org by the 31+ of August. If you have
questions about the officer positions, please contact a current officer.

President (££): Itsuko Asato Vice president (8]&&): Akiko Clifford
Secretary (Z32): Setsuko & Don Plude Treasurer (£5t): Atsuko Russell, Rumiko Edwards
Cultural Director (X1t #&B£): Blaine Asato
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In a couple of months we will have our annual picnic. We will have special guests from Okinawa. Eisaa
instructors, Mr. Tadatoshi Teruya (Founder of Eisa-group, Requious) ,Mr. Shouhei Tamazato and Mr.

Shoya Higa to teach us basic eisaa dance. Let us enjoy eating yummy food, eisaa- practice and playing
games under the beautiful autumn sky. Do not missit!

HEF : 20154 9H 128 (XH#EH) /September12(Saturday)

B : (FRE) FA111~ 5 4 BF.Time(Tentative)11:00 am — 4:00 pm

15 P : Bull Run Regional Park at 7700 Bull Run Drive Centreville, VA 20121
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More information will be announced in the picnic flyer.
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Okinawa Kai Autumn Picnic Planning Meeting
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Let’s make our picnic fun for children and adults. Autumn picnic will be held on September 12,
Saturday. We will have special eisaa- practice at the day. We need your ideas for games, and
activities. We need volunteers for BBQing, shopping, etc. Please come to the meeting to help plan
a fun event!!

Date (8 H): August 8, Saturday, 2015

Time (Bf): 1:30 — 3:30 PM
Place (¥4 F7T): Pohick Regional Library 6450 Sydenstricker Road, Burke, VA 22015
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Special Eisaa Dance Practice by Professional Eisaa Instructors
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Thisyear is the final year of the Okinawa Eisaa Dance Dissemination (Eisaa Dance
Instructor Dispatch) Program. Fortunately, out of 21 organizations outside of Okinawa
prefecture and overseas, our Okinawa Kaireceived this great opportunity to have the
instructors come to teach us eisaa dance.

Three instructors will be dispatched: Mr. Tadatoshi Teruya, president of eisaa group
Requios, Mr. Shouhei Tamazato and Mr. Syoya Higa, members of Sosaku Eisaa
group, Requios. Mr. Tadatoshi Teruya was a general producer of “Okinawa Performing
Arts” held at the Kennedy Center in September of last year. Mr. Shouhei Tamazato and
Mr. Syoya Higa were two of four members who performed eisaa at the Kennedy Center.

We are planning to have three instructors teach us eisaa during the week of Septem-
ber 7th through the 12th. It will be a great opportunity to learn how to dance eisaa from
three special eisaa instructors. Do not miss it!

*k Requios is an Okinawan Sosaku eisaa performing group that has won the Worldwide Eisaa
Festival Championship three yearsinarow.
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6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival
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The 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival Committee (Okinawa Prefectural Government

Office) officially announced the dates for the festival and the main venues for the
program.

Pre-event program: Wednesday, October 26, 2016
Festival program: Thursday — Sunday, October 27 - 30, 2016.
Venue for opening and closing ceremonies: Okinawa Cellular Stadium Naha.

(Tentative venues for the program): Okinawa Comp rehensive Athletic Park, Jichi Kaikan,
Okinawa Prefectural Budoukan, Okinawa Convention Center.
*k The committee is encouraging participants to purchase their flight tickets, bus tickets,
and hotels, rooms, etc. as soon as possible.

¢ Just before and after the festival will be the 40th Okinawa Industrial Fair (highlighting

the very best of everything Okinawa makes) and the Shuri Castle Festival. However, the
dates have not been announced yet.

*k Below is the link of the 6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival (Japanese only).
http://www.pref.okinawa.jp/site/bunka-sports/kankoseisaku/2016uchinanchufestival.ntml
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Okinawa Kai Eisa Club & Uechi Ryu Karate members
at 2015 “Passport DC”
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In the midst of sunny May with the carp banner swinging high in sky, the “Passport DC
Embassy Tour" was held again in Washington DC. The “Passport DC Embassy Tour “ is
an event in which various embassies are opened to the public once a year. Many people
who are usually not allowed to enter embassies, strolled around on Embassy Row during
this event.

This year a long line of people stood outside the Japanese Embassy, waiting to enter.
Okinawakai was honorably invited to perform again this year. The Children Eisa, adult
Eisa, Uechi shool karate members with youth drummers performed outside.

We were all reminded of Okinawa by the sun shining, the smiling children wearing
Bingata printed kimono, while beating drums and received praises saying “So cute!” The
audience cheered them clapping hands along with their music.

On the contrary to the children’s cuteness, when Uechi school karate started
performing their karate, the audience became silent and were fascinated by their fast
and strong karate forms. The youth drummers’ performances of big beating sounds
of drums and youth’s dynamic movements fascinated the audience with great
applauses and enormous cameras. A man who listened to the Okinawan drums for
the first time in the USA said he was moved to tears excitedly.

One of the exhibitions inside of Japanese Embassy has wonderful photographs of
a young Okinawan photographer Mr. Tokio Kuniyoshi, who is a vice president of
NY Okinawakai.

It was a wonderful day that made me feel very proud of being an Okinawan by being
able to see Okinawan culture proudly exhibited to the public.
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Congratulations to Nestor Koichi Folta. Koichi-san (age 19) was accepted as an
overseas youth leader for the 2015 Uchina- Junior Study Program sponsored by the
Okinawa Government. Koichi-san participated in the 2012 Uchina- Junior Study
Program with his twin sister. With his past experiences, he will be a great leader to
help the students learn effectively. The period of the program is from August 2-8,
2015. It will be held at the Okinawa Prefecture ltoman Youth Center.

There are 15 students from overseas, 1 oversea youth leader, 16 students from
Okinawa and other prefectures, and 1 youth leader from Okinawa, for a total of 33
students and youth leaders who will learn together about various aspects of
Okinawa. This is the most popular youth program for overseas Uchinanchu
descendants. It is a well-organized, educational, leadership program for young
students whose age range is 13 - 18 years old.
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Ohio Okinawa Tomonokai celebrated their 20™ Anniversary on
May 30, 2015. There were various performances by the members

of Tomonokai and friends from other Kenjin Kais. Momoe Onno

(Tamagusuku Ryu) represented the Okinawakai of Washington D.C and performed two dances with
her dance partner, Mr. Ben Higa (Tamagusuku Ryu and a member of Hokubei KenjinKai in LA).

They danced “Kanayo” and “Tanchame” together.
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Okinawa Sanshin of Washington DC at 2015 Natsu Matsuri
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Even after a busy spring, the Okinawa Sanshin of Washington (OSW) still takes every
opportunity to share the music of Okinawa at festivals in the Washington area. On July 11, four of
their members -- Chieko Williams-sensei, Dennis Asato, Hiroko Enjoji and Gary Williams (taiko) --
performed at the Natsu Matsuri (Japanese Summer Festival) charity event for the Lafayette School
of Chewy Chase, DC.

The Japanesefood and sake must have tasted even more delicious listening to the lively
Okinawan minyo (folk )songs: Shin Asadoya Yunta, Ashibinaa, Hiyamikachi and Danju Kariyushi.

Chibariy!
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1. FEBFLES (AcademicAward)

2. XAEERHE £ (Cultural Award)
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Twelve members have been awarded the Academic Award, and two students for Cultural
Award. If you or your child have/has started a class/training (Karate, Dance, Music, Japanese
language school, or other classes related to Okinawan culture), please apply. If qualified, the
applicant will receive $50.00 of award. If you are interested in the award, please contact
okinawakai@okinawakai.org. Members are encourage to take advantage of this program.
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Congratulations!! 2015 Okinawa Kai Education Fund

Is awarded to Erik Yamada $1,500.00 toward his college
education. Heis a bright young man and we look forward
to seeing himexcel in his future endeavors. Best Wishes!!!!

*k Erik sent Okinawa Kai a thank you note

TS 703 B D AR ZERHLN
(Graduation Gift from Okinawa)
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F L7, Congratultions to Graduates !! Okinawa Kai gave graduation gifts to the following

graduates.
Name of Graduate Name of School Parents State
Miwa Tritt University of Virginia Randall &Tokiko Tritt VA

Remi Tritt Fairfax High School Randall &Tokiko Tritt VA
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Let’s talk in Okinawan dialect. Those who do not speak Okinawan dialect are welcome to join. Our first
conversation hour will be held during the end of July through the beginning of August. If you want more
information, please contact okinawakai@okinawakai.org.
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Would you like to sing Okinawan pop music in our group and then perform at Shin Shun kai next year?
The first meeting will be held in the middle of October. If you are interested, please contact
okinawakai@okinawakai.org
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If you are a part of any other groups or clubs that you think would interest other members, please contact
us with more information so we can spread the word of your organization.

[CWZHH 1TV b D.CIBREDOEHTT,
(Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C. )
SMOEHT(Address of newsletter) : 12716 Heatherford PI. Fairfax, VA 22030
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Staff: Tokiko Tritt, Itsuko Asato, Akiko Clifford, Nanako Hoch,
Tomoko Miles, Dennis Asato, Tamiko Suzuki, Eiko Fijeld.
Assistant: Miwa Tritt
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	写真入りパスポート
	鯉のぼり高く泳ぐ５月晴れの中、パスポート DC エンバシーツアーが盛大に行われました。パ スポート DC エンバシーツアーとは諸外国の大使館が年に一度一般公開されるイベントです。 大使館が立ち並ぶ Embassy Row と呼ばれる通りには普段入る事の出来ない大使館の中を見学し ようと大勢の人々が訪れました。日本大使館




