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Happy New Year! Our Okinawa Kai had an active and wonderful 2016 because of your tremendous support. Let's all work together
to make 2017 a happy and interesting year as well for our Washington DC Okinawan community.

The fresh air and beautiful blue sky that greeted us on New Year's Day may be a good omen that we will enjoy a good year. Accord-
ing to the Chinese zodiac, this is the "Year of the Rooster"(P44F, tori doshi. There is similar sounding kanji (4 ¥ iA%e, tori komu)
which means to "bring in", customers and business for instance. So, this may be a good year for many businesses. Noting that the
kanji 75 is part of the kanji for "sake" (i), some life fortune advisors also believe that, just as sake rice when brewed develops

into a wonderful product (sake), tori doshi may be a good year to complete something that you have started.

It was a busy year for many of our Okinawa Kai members. They attended the Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival in Okinawa, volun-
teered to help at the Bingata workshop at the Textile Museum at George Washington University.

Okinawa Kai started the New Year by holding a Shinnenkai (New Year
celebration) on January 15, and participating in the "Lunar New Year"
celebration at the Textile Museum at the end of January.

Our other major events for this year will be the Shinshunkai (Spring
celebration) on March 25 and the Autumn Picnic on September 16.

The Okinawa Kai looks forward to another exciting year. We hope Tori
Doshi will bring many new members into the Okinawa Kai.

Executive Board Members

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Blaine Asato & Ms. Junko Ishihara
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First practice of the New Year
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January 8, Kid’s dance group, ‘Warabincha’ had their very first practice of
the New Year. They will keep good practice and perform at the Shinshunkai
in March. Members and friends, please come and give them big applause!
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SHIN NEN KAI 2017
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li Sogwachi Debiru! (Happy New Year!) On Sunday January 15, Okinawa Kai members and friends met at the Mikaku Restaurant in Herndon VA

to greet the year of the Rooster with a traditional Osechi dinner. We enjoyed the special New Year’s cuisine of ozoni soup, a beautiful lac-

quered box filled with colorful okazu (side dishes) -- each food symbolizing good wishes for good health, happiness & good fortune --- sushi,

sashimi and tempura. Ippe maasan ! (Delicious!). We talked to old friends, met new guests and with Che & Atsuko Russell as our MC, we

played Uchina "true/false" games. It was a fun afternoon.

Thank you especially to Atsuko Russell (chairperson), Takako Ball & Itsuko Asato for organizing this special dinner for us.

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Blaine Asato
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Shin Shun Kai (Spring Festival)
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Please mark your calendars! Our Spring Festival, "Shin Shun Kai" will be held on Saturday, March 25, 2017. It will be held at Glasgow Middle
School in Alexandria, Virginia, the same venue as last year's event.
Date &Time (HEF) : March 25 (Saturday), 2017 from 11:00 AM until 4:00PM (3 H 2 5 H, +HEH FEi11 1N LF% 48 E )
Event Location (3ZFT) : Glasgow Middle School
Address ({¥FF) : 4101 Fairfax Parkway, Alexandria, VA 22312
Food (&) : Potluck! Please bring lots of main and side dishes. If you invite guests, please bring extra servings. No Alcohol.
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Cost (BH) : Members (£8) : Free EE}

Non-Members (&8 T72\ J7) : Guests usually donate about $10
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Accepting Applications for Performers at the Shin Shun Kai

If you dance, sing, perform karate, Okinawan language comedy, play musical instruments, or have other “special” talents, and would be interest-

ed in performing at the Shin Shun Kai, please send the Shin Shun Kai Performance Application Form to Mayumi Folta

(okinawakai@okinawakai.org). Please find the application form on the last page. She will accept the application form until February 12, 2017.

Unfortunately, due to limited space in the program, we cannot guarantee everyone who applies will be able to perform.
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Shin Shun Kai: Tushibi Gift

A “Tushibi” gift will be presented for the members who were born the year of the monkey. Those over 73 years old (According to the Chinese
zodiac calendar) are qualified to receive this special gift. You also must have been a member for at least two consecutive years. In order to re-
ceive the gift for the over 85-year-old celebration, you must have been a member for at least two consecutive years prior to your free member-
ship. Please refer to the years listed below for the celebration. The 73-year-old celebration (born in 1945), 85-year-

old celebration (born in 1933), 97-year-old celebration (born in 1921), and 100-year-old celebration (born in 1918).

The 88-year-old “Tookachi” celebration is e omitted from last year. For the 73- and 85-year-old celebrations we will

give “Oshuugi” (congratulatory monetary gift). For 97- and 100-year-old celebrations we will send flowers. If you are

qualified to receive a special Tushibi gift please inform Mariko Brumfield. (okinawakai@okinawakai.org) by February

28. Gifts will be presented at the 2017 Shin Shun Kai (on March 25).
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Shin Shun Kai Planning Meeting

The Okinawa Kai will hold Shin Shun Kai planning meeting on the date listed below. At the planning meeting we will decide all important details.
So if you have any ideas, opinions or suggestions, please come and share them with our Shin Shun Kai Planning Committee, or email them to
Blaine Asato (okinawakai@okinawakai.org)

HE: (Date&Time): 2 H 12 H (H) Februaryl2, Sunday, 1% 1 B~ 3 BEY2, 1:30pm-3:30pm
5T (Place) : Montclair Community Library

{£F7 (Address): 5049 Waterway Dr. Dumfries, VA 22025

B % (Phone) : (703) 792-8740
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ﬂo to y = “/ & In autumn, we will have a big picnic. Please mark your calendar.
AUTUMN PICNIC HEF: 20174 97 16 H (LMEH) FRT11FF~F#% 4 1F/September 6 (Sat) 11:00 pm-4:00 pm

3BFT © Frying Pan Farm Park at 2739 West Ox Road, Herndon, Virginia 20171
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2017 Okinawa Kai Membership Renewal
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i N=5 (Individual membership): $20
FIEE B (Family membership) : $30
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Okinawa Kai will hold annual New Year Party (January), Shin Shun Kai (April) and Fall Picnic (September). Please help Okinawa Kai by sending in
your membership dues as soon as possible. Membership dues will help us to plan our activities. Volunteers will soon start working on making the
2016 Member Directory. Please send in your dues by 1/31/2016 to avoid paying your dues on the day of Shin Shun Kai, which is always crowded
with people checking in. Please send the application form to Mariko Brumfield by postal service: (Address) Please contact oki-
nawakai@okinawakai.org for the address.

A PDF copy of the membership form (“2017 Okinawa Kai Membership Form”) may be downloaded from the website at www.okinawakai.org. We
will print the Member Directory in March.
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Free "Kariyushi” Membership Announcement

T b DCIHREA T, 20154 L0 B EEEE, MV LA A= BT E Lz, EESE LT, W80kl L )i &%t
HELET, EL, ML EIZ/2 > B ALK RTT, b LEMEN 8 ORMOGEIL. M I ASE L L TEET S
ZEIZRVET, TROFESBICL T, 2017FITEOEBITHEY T 200K L T2BE LD T EE, BREEICRY, 28
IO HLERR TH, KRERIAE (EOXR—2) IZARREFTREZENT, HIAELTEZRFHOE D 77 7074-VN S A E TH
BLTLEE, £EHRAENRELS L. AHIDBAFEIZOY, TNFETHEY)EROCENTF T UNRELNTEET,

SEHIAEITESTZ1 2 A E~HEXEATTN, b LHIAERBWN TR0, ik Hid, £ 77 7070 &
ASEA— LT T, B CRBICRD T2, SR T E N,

WESEIE, okinawakai@okinawakai.org £ T ZEAE < 72 XU,
(Email) okinawakai@okinawakai.org

M, Ry E—H (85) OF 7 ME, BEEBIZR5ANC, D L b C2HEMBB Tho FEXMRIZEL EFET, b
L. RBAZRERZSWELEDL, 73 M+ (okinawakai@okinawakai.org) £ CTERIWEHOEL IV,

Free "Kariyushi" Membership Announcement

In 2015, the Okinawa Kai of Washington, D.C. initiated a FREE "Kariyushi" membership for members who are 80 years old and over. You must be
80+ years old as of January 1, 2017. If your spouse is not 80 years old, he/she can sign up as a single member. Please see the examples below.
Even though you become a Kariyushi member and don’t need to pay a fee, you need to send the membership form to the treasurer, Mariko
Brumfield. Your name will be added to the membership list and you will receive the newsletters. Okinawa kai mailed the 2017 membership form
last December. If you don’t have the form with any reason, please contact Mariko Brumfield by email or letter and let her know that you would
like to continue to be a member. Her contact information is written above this page. In order to receive a special Tushibi gift at 85 years old (birth
year), you must have been a member for at least two consecutive years prior to your free Kariyushi membership. If you have any questions,
please contact Itsuko Asato (okinawakai@okinawakai.org).

Examples (f31])

Applicant January 1, 2016

Mr. Taro Miyagi (85) Mr. Miyagi (85) Free

Mrs. Hana Miyagi (79) Mrs. Miyagi(79) $20 Single Membership
AL E

Mr. Jiro Higa (80) Free Kariyushi member

Mrs. Al Higa (80) CAE B8 00T, MERRICARD,
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Donations

The Okinawa Kai greatly accepts monetary donations to its General Fund (to assist in cultural activities) and Education Fund (to assist in educa-
tional activities). All donations are tax deductible.

@ OkinawaKaiDC
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Memories of the Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival 2016
"Mensore!" "Okaerinasai!" ( "Welcome!" "Welcome Home!") Large crowds along Kokusai-dori greeted more than 6000 "Overseas" Uchinanchu
on October 26-30, 2016 for the World Uchinanchu Festival 2016 (WUF2016). Dressed in colorful costumes, dancers and musicians from many
countries entertained the crowd at the WUF opening parade. The news media and crowd loved our parade colonial theme with George Washing-
ton (Tom Proctor), Abe Lincoln (Mike Proctor), colonial young lady (Karen Hoch) & young man (Leo Hoch) leading our Okinawa Kai. Wearing our
bright yellow Okinawa Kai t-shirt with jumbo patriotic neckties, the rest of us waved to the crowd and performed the lively "Cupid Shuffle" line
dance. The 85 members who registered with our Okinawa Kai were busy from the minute they landed at the Naha Airport. We were like kids in a
candy shop excitedly dashing about to long-awaited reunions with friends and relatives, then off to the Festival to see Latina-Okinawa shows,
kumi udui (dance & music drama), special immigration exhibits, Eisa Expo, karate exhibitions, traditional and creative Ryukyu dance performanc-
es, cultural workshops and "pop" music shows -- and eating lots and lots of soba and goya champuru. We were very happy to see our Okinawa
Kai members perform at this wonderful celebration of our Okinawan culture. There on the Onoyama Stadium Opening Ceremony stage were our
own sanshin musicians (Kazumi Adaniya (Yoshiko's sister), Dennis Asato, Yoshiko Butler, Akiko Clifford, Karen Hoch, Naoko Tollefson, Takako
Whitwood)! What an honor to perform with National Living Treasurers Masao Shimabukuro & Chokichi Terukina at the "1000 Sanshin" event.
At the "We Live on 5 Continents" show at the National Theater (Kokuritsu Gekijo), we were filled with pride to see Momo Onno-sensei dance
"Hanafu" -- so beautiful; so elegant. Then, Akiko Clifford & Karen Hoch stepped on this prestigious stage for a memorable experience of perform-
ing uta-sanshin with musicians from France -- Bravo! Very well, done everyone! The first trip to Okinawa for karate students of Nestor Folta-
sensei (Ganesh Krishnamoorty, Jose-Luis Sagripanti, Tom Persil) was filled with many interesting experiences. Watching them perform with the
Folta family (Nestor, Mayumi, Naomi & Nestor Koichi) at several karate & eisaa events,
we were impressed to see how well they had learned these Okinawan arts. At a special
ceremony hosted by Governor Onaga, we were especially proud to see Dennis Asato pre-
senting the acceptance speech on behalf of the 12 Distinguished "Overseas" Contributors
and our President Itsuko Asato received a Certificate of Appreciation for the Okinawa Kai
for its contributing to strengthening the Uchina network, expanding its reach and passing
it on to future generations. Okinawa Kai was surprised to receive a beautiful bingata
maku (stage backdrop) from the artist, Kazuko Zukeyama-sensei. Be sure to come to our
Shin Shun Kai in March to see this beautiful work of art. Filled with wonderful memories,
we said our happy but tearful goodbyes at the Naha Airport. We can still hear "Mata
Mensori yo!" "Macchoibin do" -- "Please Come Again!" "We'll Be Waiting for You"

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Takashi Yonamine
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Bingata Exhibition & Symposium. Okinawa Lunar New Year
Celebration Program
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https://museum.gwu.edu/bingata
https://museum.gwu.edu/escape-to-okinawa
https://museum.gwu.edu/okinawa-new-year

The Textile Museum/George Washington University, in partnership with the Okinawa Prefectural Government, opened "Bingata! Only in Okina-
wa" on November 5, 2016. This exhibit of 100 bingata (stencil dye) kimono and textile from three distinguished bingata collections in Okinawa
will continue until January 30, 2017. This exhibition, which includes traditional bingata from the Ryukyu dynasty and contemporary fabric art,
presents the most extensive display of bingata in the world.

On January 28th and 29th, the Textile Museum will host a Family Day to celebrate Okinawan Lunar New Year. There will be games & activities
for the whole family, including bingata workshops (all ages on Sat; adults on Sun). Members of the Okinawa Kai of Washington DC will perform
Ryukyuan dances, karate and sanshin music. Please come and see these wonderful events. For more information, please check the links below:

https://museum.gwu.edu/bingata
https://museum.gwu.edu/escape-to-okinawa
https://museum.gwu.edu/okinawa-new-year

In conjunction with the bingata exhibition, the "Okinawa Cultural Symposium" was held at Jack Morton Auditorium at George Washington Uni-
versity on November 5, 2016. The symposium was moderated by Mr. Lee Talbot of the Textile Museum/GWU. Five distinguished scholars from
Okinawa—folklorists, curators, and historians of textiles and theater—provided their perspectives of Okinawa’s celebrated bingata textile in
English. 120 people participated in the symposium.

The program opened with Michihiko Kakazu (National Theater/Okinawa) performing "Kajadifu". “Prefectural Intangible Cultural Property” de-
signee Kyoko Shukumine spoke on textiles from the outer islands of Okinawa. On November 8th, Eiichi Shiroma demonstrated the bingata pro-
cess at the Bingata Workshop.

Photo Courtesy of Okinawa Prefectural Government
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A Curator’s Guided Bingata Tour
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The exhibition of “BINGATA! Only in Okinawa” has started at the Textile museum at

the George Washington University on November 5th. Over 100 Bingata (traditional

resist-dyed fabrics) kimonos are displayed. This is the first and the largest Bingata ex-

hibition both at home and abroad. The museum staff expressed their appreciation to

the Okinawa Kai for those who volunteered to support the Bingata Workshops that

were held in the spring of 2015 and 2016. The volunteers helped make bingata dyes

and Origami folding paper. They also performed Okinawan dances and demonstrated

Karate moves. The Textile Museum provided a guided tour of the Bingata exhibition

for the Okinawa Kai volunteers on December 10th. Thirty people attended the guided tour. The invitees appreciated not only the nineteenth
century’s old kimonos with their accurate patterns of the costumes and full wall drapes made by a living National Treasure, but also many other
contemporary creations and works such as wedding dress, paratrooper and fighter jet patterns produced by modern Bingata artists and design-
ers. The curator, Mr. Lee Talbot, visited Okinawa and mainland Japan several times to study dyes. He has a profound knowledge of dyes and
gave us a detailed explanation of Bingata history and its background. He explained to us that the designs differed by ranks and there were differ-
ences in dyeing both sides of fabric. He told us several very interesting details about bingata: the carving pattern is the most crucial part of mak-
ing a bingata; a layer of shade-dried hardened tofu is placed under the stencil; weaved thread is suspended from the collar of a child’s bingata
costume as a charm against evil, etc. We enjoyed the extended conversation about bingata while having tea and sweets after the tour.

Please come and enjoy the Bingata Exhibition at the museum. It is through January 30th, 2017.
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The Okinawa Kai offers two award programs for its members:

1. Academic Award 2. Cultural Award
Since its inception, twelve members have been awarded the Academic Award and four members the Cultural Award. The Academic Award is
for students attending college and the award amount ranges from $500-$1500.The Cultural Award is for Okinawan and Japanese related
activities. If you or your child has taken a class or training in karate, Okinawan dance, Okinawan music, Japanese language school, or other
classes related to Okinawan culture, please apply. If qualified, applicants may receive $50 for the Cultural Award. If you are interested in the
award, please contact Naoko Tollefson: (okinawakai@okinawakai.org) or visit www.okinawakai.org. Members are encouraged to take ad-
vantage of this program. The spring deadline is April 30th, and the fall deadline is September 30th.
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Teachers/Instructors/Group Leaders List
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It is said that New Year's Day is the day for planning the coming year. Many of us often start new things to do such as taking new classes or
start practicing something new. Are you one of them? If you are interested in learning about Okinawan/Japanese culture this year, please look
at this list of teachers/instructors/group leaders. It is a list of teachers/instructors/group leaders related to Okinawan/Japanese culture. They are

all Okinawa Kai members and they are happy to offer you any useful information and you can learn what you are interested in from them.

Name of Style/ Location/Area Contact Information/ Website
Group

Traditional Karate Chantilly, Oakton, Falls masterfolta@gmail.com
Uechi Ryu Church and Springfield, Tel: 703-628-4006

Please feel free to contact them directly.

Category Teacher/Group

Leader

Karate (Z23F) Nestor Folta

Jim Miller

Karate (Z2=F)

Kazuko Chibana
Volkmar

Ryukyu Dance (5if)

Ryukyu Dance (Bi%)

Ryukyu Dance (¥f%%) Toshie Cerveny
Koto (&) Kinuko Fukumine
Koto (&) Helen Yamada

Uta Sanshin (R=#%) Dennis Asato
Uta Sanshin (SRk=##) Chieko Williams

Uta Sanshin (SRk=##) Kinuko Fukumine

Momoe Onno

Chorus with Instruments Instructor: Satomi

(2 —T R L HEIBER) China

Japanese Language Akira Suzuki
(AAFE

Japanese Language Tokiko Tritt

(R AFE

Japanese Literature Steve Rabson

(BA3CEE)
Kimono Dressing

(BWAEMT)

Momoe Onno

Traditional Karate
Isshin Ryu

Aharen Honryu
Keisen Wa No Kai

Tamagusuku Ryu,
Shosetsu
Michikono Kai
Tamagusuku Ryu,
Keishou Kai
Ryukyu Sokyoku
Hozon Kai
Ryukyu Sokyoku
Hozon Kai
Nomura Ryu

Ryukyu Minyo

Dento Kyokai

Okinawa Uta
Sanshin

Okinawa Pop Music
Chorus with Instru-
ments Club

University of Rich-
mond
George Mason Uni-
versity
University of Mary
Washington
Yamano Ryu
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VA

Burke (VA). Mclean (VA).

Silver Spring( MD)

Columbus, OH
Centreville, VA
Virginia/
North Carolina
Virginia Beach, VA
Fairfax, VA
Potomac, MD
Woodbridge, VA

Virginia Beach, VA

Fairfax, VA
Silver Spring, MD

Richmond, VA

Fairfax, VA

Fredericksburg, VA

Centreville, VA

www.Traditionalkarate.com

nova.isshinryu@gmail.com

https://

novaisshinryu.wordpress.com/
about/

jramklov@gmail.com
Tel: 614-882-8813

momo.okinawa@gmail.com

toshieuezu@yahoo.com
Tel: 910-388-7719

kinukofuku@yahoo.co.jp
tuigwaachan@yahoo.com
www.tuigwaachan.com
diasato@yahoo.com
chiekowilliams01@yahoo.com

kinukofuku@yahoo.co.jp

Contact person: Tokiko Tritt
tokikotritt@gmail.com

asuzuki@richmond.edu
ttritt@gmu.edu
Steve_rabson@brown.edu

Tel:540-419-2071

Momo.okinawa@gmail.com



Kinuko Fukumine
Satomi China
Teiko Tursi
Michie Beckford

Kyoko Dennard
Momoe Onno

Nihon Shuuiji

Nihon Shuuji/Shodou

Virginia Beach, VA kinukofuku@yahoo.co.jp

satomichina@hotmail.com
www.nihon-shuji.or.jp

Rockville,
Silver Spring, MD

Busen Kai New York/ Teikol0O@verizon.net
New Jersey/Virginia
Yeisa-Club Woodbridge, VA michie.beckford@gmail.com
Samits448@yahoo.co.jp
Warabincha Centreville, VA momo.okinawa@gmail.com

(Okinawa Kai kid’s group)

Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C.
2016 Jan. ~ Dec. Report

General Fund
Income

Membership

Donations General Fund
Donations Education Fund
Shin Nen Kai

Shin Shun Kai

Picnic

Eisaa Club

WUF (Luncheon)
WUF (T-shirts)
Amazon.com

Interest

Shin Nen Kai (2017)

Total
Education Fund
Income
Donations

Total

5,120.00
2,595.00
1,625.00
1,740.00
2,523.60
715.00
200.00
1,888.00
3,742.50
16.46
1.46
513.00

20,680.02

1,205.00

1,205.00

Beginning Balance $13,680.35

Expenses
Deigo Shinpo 270.53
Directory 383.59
Insurance 422.00
Shin Nen Kai 1,816.00
Shin Shun Kai 4,284.17
Picnic 916.92
WUF (Luncheon) 1,235.00
WUF  (T-shirts) 3.845.82
Koden (Sympathy) 208.11
Printing 300.16
Postage 747.00
Office Supplies 41.88
Graduation gifts 400.00
Gift to other Kai 200.00
To Education Fund 1,205.00
Picnic (2017 Venue) 410.00
Shin Shun Kai (2017 Venue) 2,664.00
Total 19,350.18
Ending Balance $15,010.19
Beginning Balance $7,266.35

Expenses
Cultural award 100.00
Total 100.00
Ending Balance $8,371.35

-10-



BRI LR

N
f @ TR DAAL AN FD—=DTHDH20 17K (L VE) FEROMBLEFNREEY L, K
i ELEBZEHICHEROBNRAZBENL, BV IADOTR T T ATELWVFES ZAE LTV
ke XTWEBWET, BEHEERYE TS S/ A —FIX TR OHAERICKHERELZ DAL TEH 1 LEs
FEO~a2I 74 VX ETHEHE, FIFEA—LTHLAAT SN,
OKINAWA KAl #i%H :201742H12H

B IEI1L. okinawakai@okinawakai.org £ T ZEE < 72 S0,
EX —/L: okinawakai@okinawakai.org

WASHINGTON, D.C.

It is very exciting to announce that the date and location of the 2017 Shin Shun Kai (Spring Festival) have been confirmed as below. We are
going to plan for many programs and it cannot be done without your support. If you are interested in performing at the Shin Shun Kai, please
fill out the form and contact Mayumi Folta by February 12, 2017 via mail or email:

Mailing address : Please contact okinawakai@okinawakai.org for the mailing address.

Email: okinawakai@okinawakai.org
2017 FF&F£ 7 Shin Shun Kai (Spring Festival) e ¥ J

Date (HFF) : March 25,2017 from 11:00 AM until 4:00 PM
Event Location (3ZFT) : Glasgow Middle School
Address ({£PF) : 4101 Fairfax Parkway, Alexandria, VA 22312

20179 HrEaBEA MEFHAE
Shin Shun Kai 2017

Performance Application Form

Representative (f8F¥H)

Last name X First name 44

Name

(K4)
Address (H{EFT)

Telephone:

Email:

Name of Associated Group or School (&4 & L < 1LiFIR%)

Performance Style (/X7 —~ > A DFELH) Background Music
Buyo Karate Minyo Dance Instruments Other ( ) CD Jikata None

TTnIHH, 137 2> b UDCIHBEDRIRTT,
Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C.
S¥AEAT (Address of Newsletter) : 7689 Middle Valley Dr, Springfield, VA 22153
MEAZ 7 0 THPRF. 7)) 7 —Fdbf. R—=0FxF. SANVZPF. TH T =2 #8RKELEF. 722V PRS- 7> T4 b,
R— LT
Staff: Itsuko Asato, Akiko Clifford, Nanako Hoch, Tomoko Miles, Dennis Asato, Tamiko Suzuki, Eiko Fjeld, Ken Knight, Takako Ball

http://okinawakai.org/

n https://www.facebook.com/OkinawaKaiDC/
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