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On April 21, we successfully held our 35th Anniversary Shinshun Kai. Some members of Okinawa Kai said “I did not know there
are so many children!” and “There were many younger people.” Some had teary eyes, remembering their younger days in Oki-
nawa. Many people put their precious time, skills and gifts for the success of the Shinshun Kai. | want to thank everyone from
the bottom of my heart.

At the Shinshun Kai, we decided to recognize those who have contributed to the Okinawa Kai for many years. A few years ago, |
was greatly touched when | watched a video recording of the first Shinshun Kai (at the time, it was called as Shinnen Kai). Ms.
Mieko Maeshiro conducted the Shinshun Kai in English. The programs were hand-written. Ryukyu dance and Karate were per-
formed. It was the 1980s, the time when people listened to music on records. | imagine that the people at the Shinshun Kai
were deeply moved by Okinawan music filling the hall. | can also say that the first Shinshun Kai was the day when we took a step
forward for inheriting and introducing Okinawan culture, which is one of the main purposes of Okinawa Kai. Some of our current
members of Okinawa Kai were in the video, which led me to think of taking an opportunity to honoring those pioneers.

| believed the 35th Anniversary Shinshun Kai was the time to honor those pioneers. We gave certificates of appreciation to the
members in the D.C area who have been Okinawa Kai members for 35 years: Miyoko Shima, Terry Shima, Yaeko Holt, Mieko
Maeshiro, Sachie Jolley, Toshiko Nielson, Miyoko Strosser, Yoneko Sileo, Takeko Vienneau, and Sueko Oldfield. It was a great
honor to celebrate our 35th anniversary with the starting members of Okinawa Kai. Additionally, we gave a certificate of appre-
ciation to Mr. Bob Finch who has served for 16 years as an Education Committee member to evaluate scholarship applicants
since the establishment of educational fund.

The theme of Shinshun Kai was “Icharibachoodee (once we meet we are like brothers and sisters).” In order to practice the Oki-
nawan spiritual culture of accepting and caring for people like a family even at our first meeting, we invited friends from other
states and enjoyed our time together watching a variety of performances.

We also established a special scholarship fund for youth in celebration of the 35th Anniversary. The scholarship fund was to sup-
port young people in the Okinawa Kai so that they may attend the 6th Worldwide Youth Uchinanchu Festival (Uchinanchu
means Okinawan person) which was held in Lima City in Peru this year. The scholarship went to Ms. Lisa Ball who attended the
festival in February. She also served as MC at the Shinshun Kai and she shared her gratitude to Okinawa Kai.

Speaking of scholarships, Ms. Michelle Natsumi Hewitt, was the recipient of an academic scholarship in 2017. She also thanked
the Okinawa Kai and shared her future plans with the audience at the Shinshun Kai.

The celebration of the 35th Anniversary was a huge success with beautiful Ryukyu dance by dance masters from Okinawa and
many other performances by great performers from our Okinawa Kai. There were 70-80 stage performers, about 80 volunteers,
and nearly 400 visitors. We had a great party, full of laughter.

| would like to thank members of the Shinshun Kai Planning Committee who dedicat-
ed many hours over the past months to lead to a successful event. | would also like
to thank those who worked hard to set up the cafeteria before the event, those who
served at each station during the Shinshun Kai, and those who cleaned afterwards. |
am very proud of Okinawa Kai that we were able to make this event successful as
one team and family.

I'm excited about the next 35 years of the Okinawa Kai. See you at the fall picnic.
Icharibachoodee!

Itsuko Asato
President
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35th Anniversary Celebration "Ichariba Chode"

Photos Courtesy of Blaine Asato, Justin Russell, Itsuko Asato
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On April 21, 400 friends gathered at the Glasgow Middle School in Alexandria VA to celebrate the 35th Anniversary of
our Okinawa Kai of Washington DC. From the 27 friends who met at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Shokan Shima to
form our Okinawa Kai 35 years ago, we have grown to around 200 families -- quite an achievement!. Thank you to our
Okinawa Kai leaders and members for your support and hard work through these many years. Ippe nifee debiru.

"Ichariba Chode" -- "Once we have met, we are like brothers & sisters"-- was the theme of our celebration. This cher-
ished Okinawan saying is such a wonderful belief to guide our lives. It was a happy celebration with many, many
friends; lots and lots of delicious food (Ippe masaan!); and wonderful performances. We were honored to have Mr.
Osamu Unten (Director of Okinawa Prefecture /Washington DC Office), Mr. Takao Aharen (Deputy Director of Okinawa
Prefecture/Washington DC Office) and Mrs. Midori Unten attend our 35th Anniversary Celebration.

How's the food, Blaine? "lppe Maasan!" Ohio Tomonokai - Mensore! Enjoy Llfe --- Eat Dessert First!

Mr. Takao Aharen
Mr. & Mrs. Osamu Unten

The program opened with Shihan Momo Onno of Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Michiko no Kai performing the elegant Kajadifu with Kaori Temple
and Takako Pagola. The dance was followed by welcome remarks by our President Itsuko Asato.

Elegant opening dance "Kajadifu" - Shihan Momo Onno (C) with Kaori Temple (R) &
Takako Pagola (L)
-4-

Mensore! Welcome Remarks by Itsuko Asato, President



Our 35h Anniversary celebration was made extra special with the dance performances of four Ryubu shihan
(Ryukyuan dance masters) from Okinawa.

Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Kai
Shihan Kazuko Zukeyama (Okinawa Dento Buyo Densho-sha)

Shihan Kazuko Zukeyama dancing "Higasa "Hatuma Bushi"-Shihan Kazuko Zukeyama
Odori" in front of the bingata maku she
created for our Okinawa Kai

Tamagusuku Ryu Keisho Kai
Kaishu Hirae Kinjo and Shihan Yoko Watanabe
Tamagusuku Ryu
Shihan Kaoru Zukeran

"Shishimai"- (L-R) Shihan Kaoru Zukeran,
Kaishu Hirae Kinjo, Kyoshi Toshie Cerveny
(Jacksonville), Shihan Yoko Watanabe

"Kanayo-Amakaa" - Shihan Yoko
Watanabe, Kyoshi Toshie Cerveny

Certificates of Appreciation were presented to Ryukyuan Dance Masters from
Okinawa:

Shihan Kazuko Zukeyama (Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Kai), Kaishu Hirae Kinjo
& Shihan Yoko Watanabe (Tamagusku Ryu Keisho Kai), Shihan Kaoru Zukeran
(Tamagusuku Ryu)

Our three excellent MCs, Lisa Ball, Nestor Koichi Folta and Sonoe Engle, kept the program
moving along smoothly in spite of several unexpected delays backstage. Lisa, as the
chairperson of our 35th Anniversary Celebration, was super busy for the past several
months. Gokurosama!



The program was a showcase of the many outstanding talent that we have in our Okinawa Kai. They all worked very
hard to share the Okinawan performing arts with us.

Chinuku Jushi & Uchina Sodachi - Mama-san Chorus (Fumi Lyonnais,

Kyoshi Jim Mill he Northern Virginia Isshi Ki Doj
Yuki Stafford, Koko Swan yoshi Jim Miller and the Northern Virginia Isshinryu Karate Dojo

Nidan & Guin Bushi - Ryukyu Sokyoku Hozon Kai-Helen Sokyoku Kenkyusho

"Hana nu Kajimaya" & "Bojutsu" - Warabincha

"Bu no Mai" - Yamada Ryubu Kenkyukai (Helen Yamada & daughter Kimiko (11)

"Eisaa"- River City Taiko/Nippon-gumi. Uchina Goodwill Ambassador Akira Suzuki on
Shime Daiko (back)

Dancing Shisa - River City Taiko/Nippon-gumi

"Shichimun Kuduchi" - Toyoko Castagna, Nori Smith,
Keiko Mongan

Tanchame & Chodegwa Bushi - Okinawa
Sanshin of Washington. Uchina Good-
will Ambassador Gary Williams on taiko.

"Umi nu Chimbora" - Warrenton Nenes



Eisaa Eisaa! Suri Sa Saa ! Okinawa Kai Eisaa Club

Kiddies Korner & 'Year of the Dog' Drawings

Sasha Duran & McKenna Nartatez were busy at the Kiddies Korner helping the young artists with their 'Year of the Dog' drawings.

Celebrating the 35th Anniversary of our Okinawa Kai is also about honoring the older
generations, as well as, inspiring and supporting the younger generations. We were
very happy to celebrate Tusubi of two members: Chieko Walkowitz (85) and Allan
Danis (73). Allan-san was not able to be at the celebration, but we wish both of them
well for many years to come.

Naoko Tollefson, chairperson of the Okinawa Kai Education Fund Committee, intro-
duced Lisa Ball to speak about her experience at the World Youth Uchinanchu Festival
in Lima, Peru and Michelle Hewitt to present her thoughts as the recipient of the 2017
Okinawa Kai Scholarship.

Distinguished Contributors

We were happy that five of the founding members of our Okinawa Kai were able to attend the 35th Anniversary:
Mieko Maeshiro, Sueko Oldfield, Yoneko Sileo, Miyoko Strosser and Takeko Vinneau. We also presented a certificate
of appreciation to Mr. Bob Finch for his contributions to the Education Fund Committee for the past 16 years.

Five of the Founding Members of Okinawa Kai
Mr. Bob Finch



In a surprise presentation, flower bouquets were given to two members
who have served extraordinarily long terms as officers for our Okinawa Kai:
Itsuko Asato (Pres 9 years) and Atsuko Russell (Officer 10 years). Thank you
for leading our Okinawa Kai for so many years.

To Chairperson Lisa Ball and all the 35th Anniversary teams who work so
hard to make this event a success, Ippe nifee debiru!

A nijikai reception was held in honor of the dance masters from Okinawa

and our out-of-state guests at the elegant Ridge Room of Dennis and Mieko

French's condominium. At the reception, Yuko Wynn expressed her joy of the 35th Anniversary celebration by
writing this wonderful Ryuka (Ryukyuan Poem)

(Translation)
Kamishimun suruti With our officers and members,
Migachi sudatitaru The nucleus and energy that binds us together,
Tamanu kagayachinu Okinawa Kai

Uchina Kenjinkai Shines brightly and will continue to grow as one.

@ @@@@ (O)(©) 35th Anniversary Team - Thank You! @ @@@@ DD

Thank you to the 35th Anniversary Planning Committee, team leads and members who worked so hard to make our 35th Anni-
versary such a happy event. Ippe nifee debiru!
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Publicity/Volunteers
Jonathan Russell (Flyer)

Lisa Simmons (Web)

Atsuko Russell (Signup Genius)

Facility
Dennis Asato

Program
Michie Beckford
Dennis Asato (booklet)

MC

Akiko Clifford

Lisa Ball

Nestor Koichi Folta
Sonoe Engle

Sound Crew
Blaine Asato
Mario Barroga
Mark Stoehrer

Stage Crew
Dennis Asato
Brad Ball
Takako Ball
Doug Whitwood

Performers' Assts
Akiko Clifford
Sean Hewitt
Jonathan Russell

Photographer
Blaine Asato
Justin Russell

Reception Table
Atsuko Russell
Lori Barroga
Mariko Brumfield
Mieko French
Mieko Maeshiro

Tushibi

Mieko French
Itsuko Asato
Atsuko Russell

Kiddies Korner & Yr of the Dog
Sasha Duran
McKenna Nartatez

Bazaar Table
Tamiko Suzuki

Food/Dessert Table
Satomi Hewitt (Dessert)
Sachi Nicholson(Food)
Mia Bennett

Ayako Duran

Mayumi Folta

Michelle Hewitt

Junko Ishihara

Naoko Tollefson

Aya Young

Beverage Table
Larry Kelly
Eriko Meneses
Akiko Quinn

Signs
Blaine Asato (indoor)
Jim Mlller (street)

Supplies/Shopping
Atsuko Russell
Dennis & Mieko French

Certificates
Itsuko Asato
Blaine Asato

Pre-Event Setup (Friday)
Blaine Asato (cafeteria)
Dennis Asato (stage)
Atsuko Russell (decoration)
Akiko Clifford (flowers)
Itsuko Asato

Brad Ball

Takako Ball

Chris & Michie Beckford
Yoshiko Butler

Dennis & Mieko French
Kinuko Fukumine
Chihiro Harper

Junko Ishihara

Larry Laurion

Maato & Miu Maxwell
Michael Proctor

Tom & Momo Proctor
James Rogers

Che Russell

Reiko Sorrentino
Matsuko Stephens
Wade, Helen & Helen K. Yamada
Nijikai

Mayumi Folta

Itsuko Asato

Akiko Clifford

Dennis & Mieko French



Final Meeting for Chairperson Lisa Ball & the 35th Anniversary Planning It would look nicer if you move the maku lower & closer to
Committee the torii.

Woof! Woof!

Pre-Event Setup Team hard at work on Friday
night. Room looks really nice!

Haisai! Chaganju?
Atsuko, Mariko, Mieko & Justin (photographer)

greeting guests.
Larry-san, Which container has the mugicha?

"Yay! Food Table Team gets to eat first!" (Uchina
Goodwill Ambassador Mayumi Folta (Left) with
Junko & Sachiko)

Oishiso! Tamiko-: i les at the B
1shiso” famiko-san serving samples at the Bazaar Super job by Performers' Assistants (Jonathan, Akiko, Sean)

to keep us on schedule.

Final briefing for the Stage Crew (Brad, Dennis, Takako,
Doug) & Sound Crew (Mario, Mark)

Mark: Umm---which cable goes to which mic? Our Treasurers, Mieko & Mariko, are smiling so
we are still within our budget

YAR==F g —=F = EW
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35th Anniversary Special Award
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We established a special scholarship fund for youth in celebration of the 35th Anniversary. The scholarship fund was to support
young people in the Okinawa Kai so that they may attend the 6th Worldwide Youth Uchinanchu Festival (Uchinanchu means Okina-
wan person) which was held in Lima City in Peru this year. The scholarship went to Ms. Lisa Ball who attended the festival in Febru-
ary. Lisa shared her experiences and thoughts with us.

The 6th Worldwide Youth Uchinanchu Festival was my first opportunity to meet other Uchinanchu communities outside of Okinawa
and USA | lived in Okinawa as a child for a few years and possess many fond memories of Okinawa and especially Miyako since my
family is from there. During the festival, | realized what | missed the most about Okinawa was the Uchinanchu spirit that you could
feel throughout the festival. After departing Peru, | felt happy and fulfilled while treasuring my new-found friendships and hope to
attend the upcoming World Uchinanchu Festival. It is difficult for me to encapsulate all my thoughts about my time at WYUF but |
hope | can share my experiences with other Uchinanchu in America. Ichariba choodee. Tandigaatandi.( Thank you in Miyakoan)
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Mark your calendars - the 2018 Autumn picnic is on September 8, 2018. There are a lot of games for kids and adults to enjoy.
Eating yummy foods, and Icharibacho-de-, let us enjoy meeting with old friends and making new friends.

A R/Date : 2018 4F 9 H 8 0 (hMEH) /FAEI1LKF~F1% 4 I
September 8, 2018 (Saturday), 11:00 am — 4:00 pm
55T /Place : Frying Pan Farm Park at 2739 West Ox Road, Herndon, Virginia 20171.

-10- Photos Courtesy of Akiko Clifford.2017 Picnic
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§The following members celebrated Tushibi (Birth Year, Year of the Dog), and received the gifts from the Okinawa Kai.
: The Okinawa Kai members hope you have many healthy and prosperous years to come.
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85 years old (Chinese count, kazoedoshi) Chieko Walkowitz
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: 73 Years old ( Chinese count, kazoedoshi) Allan Danis
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Congratulations, graduates. In Okinawa, we have a custom of giving graduation gift to a graduate. Following this
tradition, we have a program to recognize achivements of the students in our Okinawa Kai. Please note that this is
onIy for members who have been with Okinawa Kai for at least 2 years. If you earned a high school diploma in 2018 or an under-

: graduate degree in 2017-2018, please send the following information to Mariko Brumfield by May 31.

Y19 uonenpein

: 1. Name 2. Name of Parent or Guardian 3. School 4. Degree (College) 5. Yr. of Graduaon 6. Address 7. Phone #

Mariko Brumfield. Email : okinawakai@okinawakai.org

°
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

#$EHE 4L Education Fund
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We are accepting applications for academic and cultural awards. The Okinawa Kai offers two award programs for its members:

1. Academic Award 2. Cultural Award
Since its inception, thirteen members have been awarded the Academic Award and four members the Cultural Award. The Aca-
demic Award is for students attending college and the award amount ranges from $500-$1500. The Cultural Award is for Okina-
wan and Japanese related activities. If you or your child has taken a class or training in karate, Okinawan dance, Okinawan mu-
sic, Japanese language school, or other classes related to Okinawan culture, please apply. . If qualified, applicants may receive
$50 for the Cultural Award. Please note that this two awards
are only for members who have been with Okinawa Kai for atleast 2 years If you are interested in the award, please contact
Naoko Tollefson: (okinawakai@okinawakai.org ) or visit www.okinawakai.org. Members are encouraged to take advantage of
this program. The spring deadline is April 30th, and the fall deadline is September 30th.
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Sakura Matsuri 2018
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On April 14th, a huge crowd gathered at Pennsylvania Ave, just couple of blocks from the US Capitol, to attend the 2018 Sakura
Matsuri (Cherry Blossom Festival) -- the largest one-day Japanese cultural festival in the US. It was such an exciting day -- tradi-
tional and contemporary music and dances; delicious food; interesting craft exhibits and cooking demonstrations; and powerful
martial arts

Near the National Gallery of Arts, we joined an enthusiastic crowd at the Sakura Stage and proudly watched members of our Oki-
nawa Kai present Ryukyuan dances, eisaa & karate.

MC Lisa: "Haitai !" Uechi Ryu Karate - Nestor Folta-sensei & students Eisaa Eisaa! Suri Sa Saa! - Okinawa Kai Eisaa Club

o . . demonstrating kata (form) & bunkai (fighting technique)
Kajadifu - Shihan Momo Onno. "Subarashii !"

"Hana nu Kajimaya" - Warabincha Let's Kachashii !
Eisaa Eisaa! Suri Sa Saa! - Okinawa Kai Eisaa Club

Photos Courtesy of Blaine Asato
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Later in the afternoon, we rushed back to the Sakura Stage to watch Helen Yamada, daughter Helen Kimiko and sons Roger & Erik
of the Ryukyu Sokyoku Hozon Kai present beautiful Ryukyuan musical pieces and dances.

Nidan, Guin Bushi & Nakama Bushi - Kutu "Menuhama" - Helen Yamada
(Helen & Kimiko Yamada) & Sanshin & daughter Helen Kimiko
(Roger & Erik Yamada)

Omedeto gozaimasu! We are so proud of all of you. Thank you for sharing the beautiful Okinawan performing arts &
powerful karate with the Sakura Matsuri visitors from all over the world. Ippe nifee debiru!
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Virginia Beach Cherry Blossom Festival
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On March 24, the 12th Virginia Beach Cherry Blossom Festival was held. The Virginia Beach Sanshin Group, featured the most num-

ber of times, brightened up the opening as always and the finale as well. Founded in 2005, the group gets together once a month
and practice in an amicable mood. They are well known in the area and contribute to promoting Okinawa.

For the first performance this year, Helen Yamada and her daughter shared the heroic dance to the melodies of Meenuhama-
bushi, Sakaguchi Kuduchi, and Yonabaru Kuduchi. The second part began with Nubui Kuduchi followed by titles like Chirukami-
bushi. Helen, the daughter, is ten years old and has shown further progress since last year. Gary and Chieko Williams came all the
way from Woodbridge and supported with taiko and sanshin. This year’s festival also featured the three from the Crain Family
who performed eisaa to Toshin Doi for the first time. Amazingly, they had watched the video on YouTube and practiced eisaa. The
father, daughter and son displayed their strong bond on the stage and brought smiles to the audience.

Lastly, many of the audience came to the front of the stage and danced kachaashii to the fast-paced melody played by the sanshin

group. “With the new members, we were able to show the outcome of our daily practice. It is the utmost happiness of performers
when the audience enjoys the tunes of sanshin and feels the nostalgia for one’s hometown,” said Kinuko Fukumine, the founder of
the sanshin group.

150 cherry trees, a gift from the sister city of Miyazaki, were about 30% in bloom; however, the seven titles of traditional Okina-
wan music together with the dance made us feel the spring has come indeed.
-13-
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Teaching License for Ryukyuan Koto
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Congratulations to Kinuko Fukumine-san of Virginia Beach and Helen Fujiko Yamada-san of Fairfax for hav-
ing received their kyoshi menkyo (teaching license) for Ryukyuan koto (13 stringed zither). They belong to
the Ryukyu Sokyoku Hozon Kai Sarina Sokyoku Kenkyusho. Kinuko-san received the Okinawa Times Yushu
Sho (Excellence Award) for koto in 2016 and Helen-san received her Shinjin Sho (Newcomer Award) for
koto in 2014.

Helen F. Yamada Their master, Sarina Udd-sensei of Hawaii, came to Virginia to teach koto. When she became ill, the les-
sons continued via Line online app. Kinuko-san said, “Master Udd wasn’t here with me to teach, but | committed myself to prac-
tice at least 30 minutes every day to master the assigned two songs for the teaching license examination. | was very happy to in-
form Master Udd that | passed the examination.” Helen-san said, “Master Udd not only taught me how to play koto, but also is a
mentor for my life. | appreciate her patience as | learned and continued to improve my skills in singing. Just like the Okinawan
saying "Ichariba Chode", | have established a great family of brothers and sisters in the Sokyoku Kenkyusho in Virginia Beach and
Hawaii. Also, | cannot forget all the instructors who have taught me many things through martial arts and Ryukyuan dance. | will
continue to work hard to be better at Okinawan martial arts and Ryukyuan traditional performing arts."

They are preparing for their next levels of the Okinawa Times traditional performing art certification for koto, Kinuko-san for Saiko
Sho (Highest Level Award) and Helen-san for Yusho Sho (Excellence Award). Okinawa Kai is proud of you and wish you the very
best in your pursuit to learn and teach Ryukyuan koto..

Photos Courtesy of Kinuko Fukumine and Helen F. Yamada

n @ OkinawaKaiDC
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Deigo Shinpo is the newsletter of the Okinawa Kai of Washington D.C.
SHR{E AT (Address of Newsletter): 7689 Middle Valley Dr, Springfield, VA 22153

WERIVT . THMEF. V) IT+—FRF R~ VERF XAV ARF THFTZR BAREEF . IVTIREF SVEILEF. R—ILEF
Staff: Itsuko Asato, Akiko Clifford, Nanako Hoch, Tomoko Miles, Dennis Asato, Tamiko Suzuki, Eiko Fjeld, Atsuko Russell, Takako Ball

http://okinawakai.org/ n https://www.facebook.com/OkinawaKaiDC/
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